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Before etching Jerusalem William Blake wrote about creating 'the grandest poem that this world contains.'
Blake's avowed intention in constructing the work was to move readers from a solely rational way of being
(called Ulro) to one that is highly imaginative (called Eden/Eternity), with each word chosen to suit 'the
mouth of a true Orator.' Rational interpretation is of limited use when reading this multifaceted epic and its
non-linear structure presents a perennial challenge for readers.

Susanne Sklar engages with the interpretive challenges of Jerusalem by considering it as a piece of visionary
theatre --an imaginative performance in which characters, settings, and imagery are not confined by
mundane space and time-- allowing readers to find coherence within its complexities. With his characters,
Blake's readers can participate imaginatively in what Blake calls 'the Divine Body, the Saviour's Kingdom,' a
way of being in which all things interconnect: spiritually, ecologically, socially, and erotically.

Imaginatively engaging with Jerusalem involves close textual reading and analysis. The first part of this
book discusses the notion of visionary theatre, and the theological, literary, and historical antecedents of
Jerusalem's imagery, characters, and settings. Particular attention is paid to the theological context of Blake's
Jesus ('the Divine Body'), and Jerusalem, the heroine of his poem. This prepares the ground for a scene-by-
scene commentary of the entire illuminated work. Jerusalem tells the story of Albion's fall, many rescue
attempts, escalating violence and oppression, and a surprising apocalypse --in which all living things,
awakening, are transfigured in ferocious forgiveness.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Permenter:

This Blake's 'Jerusalem' As Visionary Theatre: Entering the Divine Body (Oxford Theology and Religion
Monographs) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which
is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Blake's 'Jerusalem' As
Visionary Theatre: Entering the Divine Body (Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs) without we
understand teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Blake's 'Jerusalem' As Visionary Theatre: Entering the Divine Body (Oxford Theology and Religion
Monographs) can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Blake's 'Jerusalem' As Visionary
Theatre: Entering the Divine Body (Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs) having good arrangement
in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Evita Young:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Blake's 'Jerusalem' As Visionary Theatre:
Entering the Divine Body (Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs) book because book offers you rich
data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Deana Broom:

Blake's 'Jerusalem' As Visionary Theatre: Entering the Divine Body (Oxford Theology and Religion
Monographs) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Blake's 'Jerusalem' As Visionary Theatre: Entering the Divine
Body (Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Karen Horton:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With



the book Blake's 'Jerusalem' As Visionary Theatre: Entering the Divine Body (Oxford Theology and
Religion Monographs) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative
person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life with this book Blake's 'Jerusalem' As Visionary Theatre: Entering the Divine Body
(Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs). You can more appealing than now.
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