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Ever since Nelson Mandela dramatically walked out of prison in 1990 after twenty-seven years behind bars,
South Africa has been undergoing a radical transformation. In one of the most miraculous events of the
century, the oppressive system of apartheid was dismantled. Repressive laws mandating separation of the
races were thrown out. The country, which had been carved into a crazy quilt that reserved the most
prosperous areas for whites and the most desolate and backward for blacks, was reunited. The dreaded and
dangerous security force, which for years had systematically tortured, spied upon, and harassed people of
color and their white supporters, was dismantled. But how could this country--one of spectacular beauty and
promise--come to terms with its ugly past? How could its people, whom the oppressive white government
had pitted against one another, live side by side as friends and neighbors?

To begin the healing process, Nelson Mandela created the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, headed by
the renowned cleric Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Established in 1995, the commission faced the awesome
task of hearing the testimony of the victims of apartheid as well as the oppressors. Amnesty was granted to
those who offered a full confession of any crimes associated with apartheid. Since the commission began its
work, it has been the central player in a drama that has riveted the country. In this book, Antjie Krog, a South
African journalist and poet who has covered the work of the commission, recounts the drama, the horrors,
the wrenching personal stories of the victims and their families. Through the testimonies of victims of abuse
and violence, from the appearance of Winnie Mandela to former South African president P. W. Botha's
extraordinary courthouse press conference, this award-winning poet leads us on an amazing journey.

Country of My Skull captures the complexity of the Truth Commission's work. The narrative is often
traumatic, vivid, and provocative. Krog's powerful prose lures the reader actively and inventively through a
mosaic of insights, impressions, and secret themes. This compelling tale is Antjie Krog's profound literary
account of the mending of a country that was in colossal need of change.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

John McCord:

Here thing why this particular Country of My Skull: Guilt, Sorrow, and the Limits of Forgiveness in the New
South Africa are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless
it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Country of My Skull:
Guilt, Sorrow, and the Limits of Forgiveness in the New South Africa giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Country of My Skull:
Guilt, Sorrow, and the Limits of Forgiveness in the New South Africa. It gives you thrill looking at journey,
its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Country of My Skull: Guilt, Sorrow,
and the Limits of Forgiveness in the New South Africa in e-book can be your choice.

Lillian Vaughn:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Country of My
Skull: Guilt, Sorrow, and the Limits of Forgiveness in the New South Africa suitable to you? Often the book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Country of My Skull: Guilt, Sorrow, and the
Limits of Forgiveness in the New South Africais one of several books which everyone read now. This kind
of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Barry Bennett:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Country of My Skull: Guilt, Sorrow, and
the Limits of Forgiveness in the New South Africa reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
uncertainty Country of My Skull: Guilt, Sorrow, and the Limits of Forgiveness in the New South Africa as
good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't
determine book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Patricia Phipps:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,



do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Country of My Skull:
Guilt, Sorrow, and the Limits of Forgiveness in the New South Africa which is getting the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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