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"Contrary to legend, Ivan Pavlov (1849-1936) never trained a dog to salivate to the sound of a bell."

So begins this definitive, deeply researched biography of Ivan Pavlov. Daniel P. Todes fundamentally
reinterprets the Russian physiologist's famous research on conditional reflexes and weaves his life, values,
and science into the tumultuous century of Russian history-particularly that of its intelligentsia-from the
reign of tsar Nicholas I to Stalin's time.

Ivan Pavlov was born to a family of priests in provincial Riazan before the serfs were emancipated, and
made his home and professional success in the booming capital of St. Petersburg in late imperial Russia. He
suffered the cataclysmic destruction of his world during the Bolshevik seizure of power and civil war of
1917-21, rebuilt his life in his seventies as a "prosperous dissident" during the Leninist 1920s, and flourished
professionally as never before in the 1930s industrialization, revolution, and terror of Stalin times.

Using a wide variety of previously unavailable archival materials, Todes tells a vivid story of that life and
redefines Pavlov's legacy. Pavlov was not, in fact, a behaviorist who believed that psychology should address
only external behaviors; rather, he sought to explain the emotional and intellectual life of animals and
humans, "the torments of our consciousness." This iconic "objectivist" was actually a profoundly
anthropomorphic thinker whose science was suffused with his own experiences, values, and subjective
interpretations.

Todes's story of this powerful personality and extraordinary man is based upon interviews with surviving
coworkers and family members (along with never-before-analyzed taped interviews from the 1960s and
1970s), examination of hundreds of scientific works by Pavlov and his coworkers, and close analysis of
materials from some twenty-five archives. The materials range from the records of his student years at
Riazan Seminary to the transcripts of the Communist Party cells in his labs, and from his scientific
manuscripts and notebooks to his political speeches; they include revealing love letters to his future wife and
correspondence with hundreds of scholars, artists, and Communist Party leaders; and memoirs by many
coworkers, his daughter, his wife, and his lover.

The product of more than twenty years of research, this is the first scholarly biography of the physiologist to
be published in any language.
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From reader reviews:

Shawna Vaughn:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Ivan Pavlov: A Russian
Life in Science. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Alfred Stevens:

The reserve with title Ivan Pavlov: A Russian Life in Science has lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Patricia Sax:

Precisely why? Because this Ivan Pavlov: A Russian Life in Science is an unordinary book that the inside of
the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Susan Demar:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to
as of book Ivan Pavlov: A Russian Life in Science. You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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