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A mere eighteen months after the Sandinistas came to power in Nicaragua in 1979, Miskitu Indians engaged
in a widespread and militant anti-government mobilization. In late 1984, after more than three years of
intense conflict, a negotiated transition to peace and autonomy began. This study analyzes these contrasting
moments in Nicaraguan ethnic politics, drawing on four years of field research in a remote Miskitu
community and in the central town of Bluefields. Fieldwork on both sides of the conflict allows the author to
juxtapose Miskitu and Sandinista perspectives, to show how actors on each side understood the same events
in radically different ways and how they moved gradually toward reconciliation.

Since 1894, Miskitu people have faced an expansionist nation-state and have participated as well in a U.S.-
controlled enclave economy and a civil society dominated by U.S. missionaries. The cultural logic of
contemporary ethnic conflict, the book argues, can be found in the legacy of Miskitu responses to this dual
subordination. While resisting the Nicaraguan state, Miskitu people drew closer to the Anglo-American
institutions and worldview. These inherited premises of "Anglo affinity," combined with militant ethnic
demands, motivated the post-revolutionary mobilization. Sadinista revolutionary nationalism, in turn, had
little tolerance for ethnic militancy, and even less for Anglo affinity. Only with autonomy negotiations did
both sides begin to address these underlying causes of the conflict. Though portraying autonomy as a major
step toward peaceful conflict resolution and more egalitarian ethnic relations, the nook concludes that this
new political arrangement did not, and perhaps could not, fully overcome the contradictions from which it
arose.

The book offers a critique of existing approaches to ethnic mobilization and to revolutionary nationalism in
Central America, putting forward an alternative framework grounded in Gramscian culture theory. This
permits a grasp of the combined presence of ethnic militancy and Anglo affinity in the Miskitu people’s
consciousness, a previously unexamined key to Miskitu collective action. The same notion of "contradictory
consciousness" illuminates the Sadinistas’ thought and practice: They too espoused a determined political
militancy fused with assimilationist premises toward Indians, which created contradictions at the core of
their egalitarian revolutionary vision.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Boone:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Resistance and Contradiction: Miskitu Indians and the
Nicaraguan State, 1894-1987.

Alan Williams:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Resistance and Contradiction: Miskitu Indians and the Nicaraguan State,
1894-1987 book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange
for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer associated with Resistance and Contradiction: Miskitu Indians and the Nicaraguan State, 1894-
1987 content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking Resistance and
Contradiction: Miskitu Indians and the Nicaraguan State, 1894-1987 is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

James Johnson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any book. It is
really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a guide. The
book Resistance and Contradiction: Miskitu Indians and the Nicaraguan State, 1894-1987 it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high
quality.

David Brouwer:

Beside this kind of Resistance and Contradiction: Miskitu Indians and the Nicaraguan State, 1894-1987 in
your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have Resistance and Contradiction: Miskitu Indians and the



Nicaraguan State, 1894-1987 because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book
but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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