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The Offensive Art is an arch and sometimes caustic look at the art of political satire as practiced in
democratic, monarchical, and authoritarian societies around the world over the past century-together with the
efforts by governmental, religious, and corporate authorities to suppress it by censorship, intimidation,
policy, and fatwa. Examples are drawn from the full spectrum of satiric genres, including novels, plays,
verse, songs, essays, cartoons, cabarets and revues, movies, television, and the Internet. The multicultural
and multimedia breadth and historical depth of Freedman's comparative approach frames his novel
assessment of the role of political satire in today's post-9/11 world, and in particular the cross-cultural
controversies it generates, such as the global protests against the Jyllands-Posten cartoons.

In a tongue-in-cheek style peppered with the world's best one-liners from the last century, The Offensive Art
recounts the acrimonious and often perilous cat-and-mouse games between political satirists and their
censors and inhibitors through the last century in America (especially FDR, LBJ, Nixon, Reagan, Clinton,
and Bush II and in wartime), Britain (especially Churchill, Thatcher, Blair and the Royals), Germany (Hitler
to the present), Russia (Stalin to the present), China (Mao to the present), India (from the Raj on), and the
Middle East (from 1920s Egypt to today). Freedman focuses on the role and transformation of satire during
shifts from authoritarian to democratic systems in such places as South Africa, Argentina, and Eastern
Europe. He surveys the state of satire throughout the world today, identifying the most dangerous countries
for practitioners of the offensive art, and presents his findings as to the political efficacy of satire in
provoking change.
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From reader reviews:

James Marcotte:

The experience that you get from The Offensive Art: Political Satire and Its Censorship around the World
from Beerbohm to Borat is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Offensive Art:
Political Satire and Its Censorship around the World from Beerbohm to Borat giving you joy feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific The Offensive Art: Political
Satire and Its Censorship around the World from Beerbohm to Borat instantly.

Brenda Seddon:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
The Offensive Art: Political Satire and Its Censorship around the World from Beerbohm to Borat your head
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion
and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The The Offensive Art: Political Satire and Its
Censorship around the World from Beerbohm to Borat giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Estella Pierre:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Offensive Art: Political
Satire and Its Censorship around the World from Beerbohm to Borat is simple to develop you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Cheryl Edgerly:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Offensive Art:
Political Satire and Its Censorship around the World from Beerbohm to Borat which is keeping the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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