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In late 1842, Private William Preston Stapp and about three hundred other citizens of the Republic of Texas
took it upon themselves to invade Mexico. They intended to retaliate for a recent Mexican attack on San
Antonio and to humiliate President Sam Houston, who had been hesitant to seek revenge.

Stapp provides a closely observed, day-by-day narrative of the disastrous adventure later known as the Mier
expedition. While his style might be described as "elegantly restrained" in comparison to the literary
excesses of that early Victorian age, Stapp's flair for drama and description makes for colorful reading.

In response to the public outrage prompted by the San Antonio incident, Houston issued a presidential
proclamation inviting volunteers for a retaliatory expedition across the Rio Grande. After the bloodless
"capture" and pillage of two Mexican border towns, he called the volunteers back home. Most were relieved
to comply, but some felt compelled to pursue the honor of the Republic further, and the Mier expedition was
launched on December 20, 1842. On the day after Christmas, all save a forty-man camp guard were captured
outside of Mier, a few miles across the Mexican border.

The prisoners faced a brutal forced march to Mexico City. Stapp was one of a large group that escaped along
the way, became lost in the mountains, and suffered badly from hunger and thirst before recapture. He
survived the notorious Black Bean Episode in which 17 of the 176 returned escapees were shot after drawing
black beans in a lottery. The Texans were delivered to Perote Prison near Mexico City in September 1843,
where a few of them tunneled to freedom and many more died in captivity. Mexico released the last of the
prisoners in 1844, and Stapp was among them.

First published in 1845 and later issued in pamphlet form in 1933 by the La Grange Journal, The Prisoners of
Perote is a fascinating view of a painful episode in Texas history.

The foreword by Joe B. Frantz provides a perspective on the Texas-Mexico relations during this period
"when both countries were shaking down and had not yet found their way." He points out that The Prisoners
of Perote provides some clues to the reasons behind the inherent tenseness that exists between Texas and
Mexico today.
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From reader reviews:

Kristy Taylor:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Prisoners of Perote (Barker Texas History Center). Try to stumble
through book The Prisoners of Perote (Barker Texas History Center) as your close friend. It means that it can
to become your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Richard Cary:

The experience that you get from The Prisoners of Perote (Barker Texas History Center) could be the more
deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Prisoners of Perote (Barker Texas History Center)
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that The Prisoners of Perote (Barker Texas
History Center) instantly.

Faye Bolin:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Prisoners of Perote (Barker Texas
History Center) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
as your good habit, you are able to pick The Prisoners of Perote (Barker Texas History Center) become your
own personal starter.

Albert Lightner:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Prisoners of Perote (Barker Texas History Center) will give you a new experience in reading a book.
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