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Why are some parts of the world so rich and others so poor? Why did the Industrial Revolution--and the
unprecedented economic growth that came with it--occur in eighteenth-century England, and not at some
other time, or in some other place? Why didn't industrialization make the whole world rich--and why did it
make large parts of the world even poorer? In A Farewell to Alms, Gregory Clark tackles these profound
questions and suggests a new and provocative way in which culture--not exploitation, geography, or
resources--explains the wealth, and the poverty, of nations.

Countering the prevailing theory that the Industrial Revolution was sparked by the sudden development of
stable political, legal, and economic institutions in seventeenth-century Europe, Clark shows that such
institutions existed long before industrialization. He argues instead that these institutions gradually led to
deep cultural changes by encouraging people to abandon hunter-gatherer instincts-violence, impatience, and
economy of effort-and adopt economic habits-hard work, rationality, and education.

The problem, Clark says, is that only societies that have long histories of settlement and security seem to
develop the cultural characteristics and effective workforces that enable economic growth. For the many
societies that have not enjoyed long periods of stability, industrialization has not been a blessing. Clark also
dissects the notion, championed by Jared Diamond in Guns, Germs, and Steel, that natural endowments such
as geography account for differences in the wealth of nations.

A brilliant and sobering challenge to the idea that poor societies can be economically developed through
outside intervention, A Farewell to Alms may change the way global economic history is understood.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Bennett:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World).

Shannon Palmer:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the
World (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World). You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book A Farewell to Alms: A Brief
Economic History of the World (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
go through.

Peter Christensen:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
several ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World), you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Mattie Priest:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By the book A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World (The Princeton Economic History



of the Western World) we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative
person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt
to change your life at this time book A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World (The
Princeton Economic History of the Western World). You can more pleasing than now.
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