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During his thirty-eight-year career as a military officer, Henry Clay Merriam received the Medal of Honor
for his service in the Civil War, rose to prominence in the Western army, and exerted significant influence on
the American West by establishing military posts, protecting rail lines, and maintaining an uneasy peace
between settlers and Indians.
Historian Jack Stokes Ballard’s new study of Merriam’s life and career sheds light on the experience of the
western fort builders, whose impact on the US westward expansion, though less dramatic, was just as lasting
as that of Indian fighters such as Custer and Sheridan. Further, Merriam’s lengthy period in command of
black troops offers a study in leadership and important understandings about the conditions under which
African Americans served on the Western frontier.
During the course of his service, Merriam crisscrossed the country, from Brownsville, Texas, to the Pacific
Northwest and Vancouver Barracks, serving in eastern Washington, California, and Denver.
Drawing extensively on the many letters and records associated with Merriam’s long army career, Ballard
presents his service in a wide range of settings, many of which have become the stuff of Western history:
from conflict with Mexican revolutionaries on the Rio Grande to the miners’ riots in Coeur d’Alene.
Ballard’s careful research provides a vivid picture of the military’s role in the westward expansion.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

The book Commander and Builder of Western Forts: The Life and Times of Major General Henry C.
Merriam, 1862-1901 give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Commander and Builder of Western Forts:
The Life and Times of Major General Henry C. Merriam, 1862-1901 to become your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like wide open and read a book Commander and Builder of Western Forts: The
Life and Times of Major General Henry C. Merriam, 1862-1901. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Barbara Butler:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Commander and Builder of Western Forts:
The Life and Times of Major General Henry C. Merriam, 1862-1901. All type of book can you see on many
options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Carol Johnson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Commander and Builder of Western Forts: The Life
and Times of Major General Henry C. Merriam, 1862-1901 ended up being making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
publication Commander and Builder of Western Forts: The Life and Times of Major General Henry C.
Merriam, 1862-1901 is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book
Commander and Builder of Western Forts: The Life and Times of Major General Henry C. Merriam, 1862-
1901. You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Coralee Lowe:

Beside this particular Commander and Builder of Western Forts: The Life and Times of Major General
Henry C. Merriam, 1862-1901 in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge
or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry
if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Commander and Builder of
Western Forts: The Life and Times of Major General Henry C. Merriam, 1862-1901 because this book offers



to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and
also read it from today!
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