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In the early twentieth century, a time of political fragmentation and social upheaval in China, poverty
became the focus of an anguished national conversation about the future of the country. Investigating the
lives of the urban poor in China during this critical era, Guilty of Indigence examines the solutions
implemented by a nation attempting to deal with "society's most fundamental problem." Interweaving
analysis of shifting social viewpoints, the evolution of poor relief institutions, and the lived experiences of
the urban poor, Janet Chen explores the development of Chinese attitudes toward urban poverty and of
policies intended for its alleviation.

Chen concentrates on Beijing and Shanghai, two of China's most important cities, and she considers how
various interventions carried a lasting influence. The advent of the workhouse, the denigration of the
nonworking poor as "social parasites," efforts to police homelessness and vagrancy--all had significant
impact on the lives of people struggling to survive. Chen provides a crucially needed historical lens for
understanding how beliefs about poverty intersected with shattering historical events, producing new welfare
policies and institutions for the benefit of some, but to the detriment of others.

Drawing on vast archival material, Guilty of Indigence deepens the historical perspective on poverty in China
and reveals critical lessons about a still-pervasive social issue.

Some images inside the book are unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Chacon:

Beside this particular Guilty of Indigence: The Urban Poor in China, 1900-1953 in your phone, it might give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have Guilty of Indigence: The Urban Poor in China, 1900-1953 because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book and also read it from right now!

Mary Hubbard:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually Guilty of Indigence: The Urban Poor in China, 1900-1953. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Vivian Stafford:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Guilty of Indigence: The Urban Poor in
China, 1900-1953 or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Guilty of Indigence: The Urban Poor in China, 1900-1953 to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Alexandra Robbins:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Guilty of Indigence: The Urban Poor in China, 1900-1953 can make you



truly feel more interested to read.
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