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The compelling story of the effect of Charles Darwin’s book On the Origin of Species on a diverse
group of American writers, abolitionists, and social reformers, including Henry David Thoreau and
Bronson Alcott, in 1860

In early 1860, a single copy of Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species was read and discussed by five
important American intellectuals who seized on the book’s assertion of a common ancestry for all creatures
as a powerful argument against slavery. The book first came into the hands of Harvard botanist Asa Gray,
who would lead the fight for the theory in America. Gray passed his heavily annotated copy to the child
welfare reformer Charles Loring Brace, who saw value in natural selection’s premise that mankind was
destined to progressive improvement. Brace then introduced the book to three other friends: Franklin
Sanborn, a key supporter of the abolitionist John Brown, who grasped that Darwin’s depiction of constant
struggle and endless competition perfectly described America in 1860, especially the ongoing conflict
between pro- and antislavery forces; the philosopher Bronson Alcott, who resisted Darwin’s insights as a
threat to transcendental idealism; and Henry David Thoreau, who used Darwin’s theory to redirect the work
he would pursue till the end of his life regarding species migration and the interconnectedness of nature. 

The Book That Changed America offers a fascinating narrative account of these prominent figures as they
grappled over the course of that year with Darwin’s dangerous hypotheses. In doing so, it provides new
perspectives on America prior to the Civil War, showing how Darwin’s ideas become potent ammunition in
the debate over slavery and helped advance the cause of abolition by giving it scientific credibility.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Erma Carver:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The Book That Changed America: How Darwin's
Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing
we know about how is important some sort of book The Book That Changed America: How Darwin's
Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we could open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kurt Hooper:

This book untitled The Book That Changed America: How Darwin's Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation to
be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this
reserve from your list.

Tom Johnson:

The actual book The Book That Changed America: How Darwin's Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation has
a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Richard Burnett:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Book That Changed America: How
Darwin's Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation book written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still doubt The Book That Changed America: How Darwin's Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation as good
book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its
protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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