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Focusing on cemetery burials in late-eighteenth-century Mexico, Alone Before God provides a window onto
the contested origins of modernity in Mexico. By investigating the religious and political debates
surrounding the initiative to transfer the burials of prominent citizens from urban to suburban cemeteries,
Pamela Voekel challenges the characterization of Catholicism in Mexico as an intractable and monolithic
institution that had to be forcibly dragged into the modern world.
Drawing on the archival research of wills, public documents, and other texts from late-colonial and early-
republican Mexico, Voekel describes the marked scaling-down of the pomp and display that had
characterized baroque Catholic burials and the various devices through which citizens sought to safeguard
their souls in the afterlife. In lieu of these baroque practices, the new enlightened Catholics, claims Voekel,
expressed a spiritually and hygienically motivated preference for extremely simple burial ceremonies, for
burial outside the confines of the church building, and for leaving their earthly goods to charity. Claiming
that these changes mirrored a larger shift from an external, corporate Catholicism to a more interior piety,
she demonstrates how this new form of Catholicism helped to initiate a cultural and epistemic shift that
placed the individual at the center of knowledge.
Breaking with the traditional historiography to argue that Mexican liberalism had deeply religious roots,
Alone Before God will be of interest to specialists in Latin American history, modernity, and religion.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Cole:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Alone Before God: The Religious Origins of Modernity in
Mexico. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a new book Alone Before God: The Religious Origins of Modernity in Mexico. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Louise Hacker:

The book Alone Before God: The Religious Origins of Modernity in Mexico give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book
Alone Before God: The Religious Origins of Modernity in Mexico for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Alone Before God: The
Religious Origins of Modernity in Mexico. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

David McGowan:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important normally. The book Alone Before God: The Religious Origins of
Modernity in Mexico was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Alone Before God: The Religious Origins of
Modernity in Mexico is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while
using book Alone Before God: The Religious Origins of Modernity in Mexico. You never experience lose
out for everything in the event you read some books.

Marc Dean:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy
read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Alone Before God:



The Religious Origins of Modernity in Mexico is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.
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