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After the turmoil of the Great Depression and World War II, Americans looked to the nation’s more distant
past for lessons to inform its uncertain future. By applying recent and emerging techniques in mass
communication—including radio and television programs and commercial book clubs—American elites
working in media, commerce, and government used history to confer authority on their respective messages.
    With insight and wit, Erik Christiansen uncovers in Channeling the Past the ways that powerful
corporations rewrote history to strengthen the postwar corporate state, while progressives, communists, and
other leftists vied to make their own versions of the past more popular. Christiansen looks closely at several
notable initiatives—CBS’s flashback You Are There program; the Smithsonian Museum of American
History, constructed in the late 1950s; the Cavalcade of America program sponsored by the Du Pont
Company; the History Book Club; and the Freedom Train, a museum on rails that traveled the country from
1947 to 1949 exhibiting historic documents and flags, including original copies of the U.S. Constitution and
the Magna Carta.
    It is often said that history is written by the victors, but Christiansen offers a more nuanced perspective:
history is constantly remade to suit the objectives of those with the resources to do it. He provides dramatic
evidence of sophisticated calculations that influenced both public opinion and historical memory, and shows
that Americans’ relationships with the past changed as a result.
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From reader reviews:

Flora Young:

The book Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies in American Thought and
Culture) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you
can make studying a book Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies in
American Thought and Culture) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
wide open and read a book Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies in
American Thought and Culture). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Roy Myers:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important normally. The book Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies
in American Thought and Culture) was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in
Postwar America (Studies in American Thought and Culture) is not only giving you far more new
information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book Channeling the Past: Politicizing
History in Postwar America (Studies in American Thought and Culture). You never sense lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Nicholas Sheen:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar
America (Studies in American Thought and Culture) or even others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In other
case, beside science book, any other book likes Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America
(Studies in American Thought and Culture) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book
like this.

Elsie Hawkins:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or



real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America
(Studies in American Thought and Culture) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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