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Soon after the fall of the Taliban, in 2001, Deborah Rodriguez went to Afghanistan as part of a group
offering humanitarian aid to this war-torn nation. Surrounded by men and women whose skills–as doctors,
nurses, and therapists–seemed eminently more practical than her own, Rodriguez, a hairdresser and mother
of two from Michigan, despaired of being of any real use. Yet she soon found she had a gift for befriending
Afghans, and once her profession became known she was eagerly sought out by Westerners desperate for a
good haircut and by Afghan women, who have a long and proud tradition of running their own beauty
salons. Thus an idea was born.

With the help of corporate and international sponsors, the Kabul Beauty School welcomed its first class in
2003. Well meaning but sometimes brazen, Rodriguez stumbled through language barriers, overstepped
cultural customs, and constantly juggled the challenges of a postwar nation even as she learned how to
empower her students to become their families’ breadwinners by learning the fundamentals of coloring
techniques, haircutting, and makeup.

Yet within the small haven of the beauty school, the line between teacher and student quickly blurred as
these vibrant women shared with Rodriguez their stories and their hearts: the newlywed who faked her
virginity on her wedding night, the twelve-year-old bride sold into marriage to pay her family’s debts, the
Taliban member’s wife who pursued her training despite her husband’s constant beatings. Through these and
other stories, Rodriguez found the strength to leave her own unhealthy marriage and allow herself to love
again, Afghan style.

With warmth and humor, Rodriguez details the lushness of a seemingly desolate region and reveals the
magnificence behind the burqa. Kabul Beauty School is a remarkable tale of an extraordinary community of
women who come together and learn the arts of perms, friendship, and freedom.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Pryor:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important usually. The book Kabul Beauty School: An American Woman
Goes Behind the Veil had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Kabul Beauty School: An American Woman
Goes Behind the Veil is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
while using book Kabul Beauty School: An American Woman Goes Behind the Veil. You never experience
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Darrin Russell:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for
a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular
Kabul Beauty School: An American Woman Goes Behind the Veil book as beginning and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Marian Storie:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Kabul Beauty School: An American Woman Goes Behind
the Veil can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Maria Trussell:

You can find this Kabul Beauty School: An American Woman Goes Behind the Veil by go to the bookstore
or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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