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In the last decades of the twentieth century, thousands of Mayas were expelled, often violently, from their
homes in San Juan Chamula and other highland communities in Chiapas, Mexico, by fellow Mayas allied
with the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI). State and federal authorities generally turned a blind
eye to these human rights abuses, downplaying them as local conflicts over religious conversion and defense
of cultural traditions. The expelled have organized themselves to fight not only for religious rights, but also
for political and economic justice based on a broad understanding of human rights.

This pioneering ethnography tells the intertwined stories of the new communities formed by the Mayan
exiles and their ongoing efforts to define and defend their human rights. Focusing on a community of Mayan
Catholics, the book describes the process by which the progressive Diocese of San Cristóbal and Bishop
Samuel Ruiz García became powerful allies for indigenous people in the promotion and defense of human
rights. Drawing on the words and insights of displaced Mayas she interviewed throughout the 1990s,
Christine Kovic reveals how the exiles have created new communities and lifeways based on a shared sense
of faith (even between Catholics and Protestants) and their own concept of human rights and dignity. She
also uncovers the underlying political and economic factors that drove the expulsions and shows how the
Mayas who were expelled for not being "traditional" enough are in fact basing their new communities on
traditional values of duty and reciprocity.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Kidwell:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in
Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series) it is extremely good to read. There are
a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Lisa Lee:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Mayan Voices for
Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series)
that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple Women
& Culture Series) become your starter.

Truman Gallagher:

The book untitled Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in Highland Chiapas (Louann
Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her
idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy
to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start
their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Jeffrey Cooks:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see



colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in Highland Chiapas
(Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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