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The Ideal of the Practical is a study of efforts by a segment of the upper class in an aristocratic Latin
American society to alter cultural values in the society, creating stronger orientations toward the technical
and the practical. Frank Safford describes attempts by members of Colombia’s nineteenth-century political
elite to use technical education as a means of nurturing energetic upper-class entrepreneurs and an
industrious working class in a static agrarian economy. In the course of his analysis, Safford sketches the
historical development of scientific and technical education and of the engineering profession in Colombia.

The book opens with a description of the economic and social context of early nineteenth-century Colombia.
It then discusses some early experiments with manual industrial training between 1820 and 1850. Later
chapters deal with the careers of upper-class youths sent abroad for scientific and technical training, the
growth of indigenous engineering education, and the crystallization of a Colombian engineering profession.
While the book primarily explores the nineteenth century, it also touches on eighteenth-century Spanish
Bourbon antecedents and provides an epilogue on the twentieth-century evolution of technical elites in
Colombia.

The author focuses on the reasons why the implantation of technical education and technical orientations
proved difficult. He examines the interplay between various obstructions: on the one hand, a hierarchical
social structure and aristocratic social values and, on the other, obstructions created by fundamental
geographic and economic conditions. He concludes that, while Colombian leaders had hoped that technical
education and the development of values oriented toward the technical would spearhead economic growth, in
fact economic growth proved a prerequisite for the effective implantation of technical orientations and
training.
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From reader reviews:

Eloisa Hurd:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Ideal of the Practical: Colombia's Struggle to Form a
Technical Elite (Llilas Latin American Monograph). You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book The Ideal of the Practical: Colombia's
Struggle to Form a Technical Elite (Llilas Latin American Monograph). You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet system.
It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

David Hernandez:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Ideal of the
Practical: Colombia's Struggle to Form a Technical Elite (Llilas Latin American Monograph) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Hilary Williams:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Ideal of the
Practical: Colombia's Struggle to Form a Technical Elite (Llilas Latin American Monograph) is kind of
guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this The
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