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There are many debates about utopia - What constitutes a utopia? Are utopias benign or dangerous? Is the
idea of utopianism essential to Christianity or heretical? What is the relationship between utopia and
ideology?

This Very Short Introduction explores these issues and examines utopianism and its history. Lyman Sargent
discusses the role of utopianism in literature, and in the development of colonies and in immigration. The
idea of utopia has become commonplace in social and political thought, both negatively and positively. Some
thinkers see a trajectory from utopia to totalitarianism with violence an inevitable part of the mix. Others see
utopia directly connected to freedom and as a necessary
element in the fight against totalitarianism. In Christianity utopia is labelled as both heretical and as a
fundamental part of Christian belief, and such debates are also central to such fields as architecture, town and
city planning, and sociology among many others

Sargent introduces and summarizes the debates over the utopia in literature, communal studies, social and
political theory, and theology.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Erma Carver:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Utopianism: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or suited book with you?

William Smith:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Utopianism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is
readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer regarding Utopianism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) content conveys thinking
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Utopianism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Willie Collier:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Utopianism: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Samantha Bond:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Utopianism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) as the daily resource information.
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