
Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological
Utopianism under Socialism, 1917--1989

Paul R. Josephson

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B005FA24CC
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B005FA24CC
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B005FA24CC


Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism
under Socialism, 1917--1989

Paul R. Josephson

Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under Socialism, 1917--1989 Paul R.
Josephson

After visiting Russia in 1921, the journalist Lincoln Steffens famously declared, "I have seen the future, and
it works." Steffens referred to the social experiment of technological utopianism he found in the Soviet
Union, where subway cars and farm tractors would carry the worker and peasant -- figuratively and literally -
- into the twentieth century. Believing that socialism and technology together created a brave new world,
Boleslaw Bierut of Poland and Kim Il Sung of North Korea -- and other leaders -- joined Russia's Vladimir
Lenin and Leon Trotsky in embracing big technology with a verve and conviction that rivaled the western
world's.

Paul R. Josephson here explores these utopian visions of technology -- and their unanticipated human and
environmental costs. He examines the role of technology in communist plans and policies and the interplay
between ideology and technological development. He shows that while technology was a symbol of regime
legitimacy and an engine of progress, the changes it spurred were not unequivocally positive. Instead of
achieving a worker's paradise, socialist technologies exposed the proletariat to dangerous machinery and
deadly pollution; rather than freeing women from exploitation in family and labor, they paradoxically created
for them the dual -- and exhausting -- burdens of mother and worker. The future did not work.

The fall of the Soviet Union in 1991 marked the end of communism's self-proclaimed glorious quest to
"reach and surpass" the West. Josephson's intriguing study of how technology both helped and hindered this
effort asks new and important questions about the crucial issues inextricably linked with the development
and diffusion of technology in any sociopolitical system.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos White:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for us. The book Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological
Utopianism under Socialism, 1917--1989 was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Would Trotsky Wear a
Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under Socialism, 1917--1989 is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time
to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?:
Technological Utopianism under Socialism, 1917--1989. You never experience lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Carrie Porter:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Would
Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under Socialism, 1917--1989 book as beginner and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Dana Martin:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological
Utopianism under Socialism, 1917--1989 or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism
under Socialism, 1917--1989 to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Michael Clark:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding



something by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these
claims Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under Socialism, 1917--1989.
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