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Tracing a dynamic genealogy of performance from the nineteenth to the twenty-first
century, Uri McMillan contends that black women artists practiced a purposeful self-
objectification, transforming themselves into art objects. In doing so, these artists raised
new ways to ponder the intersections of art, performance, and black female embodiment.

McMillan reframes the concept of the avatar in the service of black performance art,
describing black women performers’ skillful manipulation of synthetic selves and adroit
projection of their performances into other representational mediums. A bold rethinking of
performance art, Embodied Avatars analyzes daring performances of alterity staged by
“ancient negress” Joice Heth and fugitive slave Ellen Craft, seminal artists Adrian Piper and
Howardena Pindell, and contemporary visual and music artists Simone Leigh and Nicki
Minaj. Fusing performance studies with literary analysis and visual culture studies,
McMillan offers astute readings of performances staged in theatrical and quotidian locales,
from freak shows to the streets of 1970s New York; in literary texts, from artists’ writings
to slave narratives; and in visual and digital mediums, including engravings, photography,
and video art. Throughout, McMillan reveals how these performers manipulated the
dimensions of objecthood, black performance art, and avatars in a powerful re-scripting of
their bodies while enacting artful forms of social misbehavior.

The Critical Lede interviews Uri McMillan
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From reader reviews:

Michael Riddle:

The publication with title Embodied Avatars: Genealogies of Black Feminist Art and Performance (Sexual
Cultures) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Barbara Goodman:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Embodied Avatars: Genealogies of Black Feminist
Art and Performance (Sexual Cultures), you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

John Sledge:

This Embodied Avatars: Genealogies of Black Feminist Art and Performance (Sexual Cultures) is great e-
book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world
and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great plan
word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information
with lovely delivering sentences. Having Embodied Avatars: Genealogies of Black Feminist Art and
Performance (Sexual Cultures) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already
do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Leonard Santiago:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of
book Embodied Avatars: Genealogies of Black Feminist Art and Performance (Sexual Cultures). You can
include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place
to other place.
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