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In his quest for the historical Muhammad, Zeitlin's chief aim is to catch glimpses of the birth of Islam and
the role played by its extraordinary founder. Islam, as its Prophet came to conceive it, was a strict and
absolute monotheism. How Muhammad had arrived at this view is not a problem for Muslims, who believe
that the Prophet received a revelation from Allah or God, mediated by the Angel Gabriel. For scholars,
however, interested in placing Muhammad in the historical context of the seventh-century Arabian
Peninsula, the source of the Prophets inspiration is a significant question.

It is apparent that the two earlier monotheisms, Judaism and Christianity, constituted an influential presence
in the Hijaz, the region comprising Mecca and Medina. Indeed, Jewish communities were salient here,
especially in Medina and other not-too-distant oases. Moreover, in addition to the presence of Jews and
Christians, there existed a third category of individuals, the Hanifs, who, dissatisfied with their polytheistic
beliefs, had developed monotheistic ideas.

Zeitlin assesses the extent to which these various influences shaped the emergence of Islam and the
development of the Prophets beliefs. He also seeks to understand how the process set in motion by
Muhammad led, not long after his death, to the establishment of a world empire.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Stewart:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Historical Muhammad. All
type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Barbara Lewis:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be The Historical Muhammad why because the excellent cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Larry Munoz:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Historical Muhammad can be the response, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Doris Avey:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Historical Muhammad to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book
and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside
that the e-book The Historical Muhammad can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone
and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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