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In the late nineteenth century, monumental technological innovations like the telegraph and steam power
made America and the world a much smaller place. New technologies also made possible large-scale
organization and centralization. Corporations grew exponentially and the rich amassed great fortunes. Those
on the short end of these wrenching changes responded in the Populist revolt, one of the most effective
challenges to corporate power in American history.

But what did Populism represent? Half a century ago, scholars such as Richard Hofstadter portrayed the
Populist movement as an irrational response of backward-looking farmers to the challenges of modernity.
Since then, the romantic notion of Populism as the resistance movement of tradition-based and pre-modern
communities to a modern and commercial society has prevailed. In a broad, innovative reassessment, based
on a deep reading of archival sources, The Populist Vision argues that the Populists understood themselves
as--and were in fact--modern people, who pursued an alternate vision for modern America.

Taking into account both the leaders and the led, The Populist Vision uses a wide lens, focusing on the
farmers, both black and white, men and women, while also looking at wager workers and bohemian
urbanites. From Texas to the Dakotas, from Georgia to California, farmer Populists strove to use the new
innovations for their own ends. They sought scientific and technical knowledge, formed highly centralized
organizations, launched large-scale cooperative businesses, and pressed for reforms on the model of the
nation's most elaborate bureaucracy - the Postal Service. Hundreds of thousands of Populist farm women
sought education, employment in schools and offices, and a more modern life. Miners, railroad workers, and
other labor Populists joined with farmers to give impetus to the regulatory state. Activists from Chicago, San
Francisco, and other new cities provided Populism with a dynamic urban dimension

This major reassessment of the Populist experience is essential reading for anyone interested in the politics,
society, and culture of modern America.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Smith:

The book The Populist Vision can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the great thing like a book The Populist Vision? A number of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book The Populist Vision has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Carlos Pollard:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book The Populist Vision had been making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The guide The Populist Vision is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using
the book The Populist Vision. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Debra Riggs:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Populist Vision book is readable by you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The Populist Vision
content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Populist Vision is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Robert Vargas:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its
handle may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Populist Vision why because
the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.
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