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Historian, philosopher, critic, playwright, journalist, and actor, Egon Friedell was a key figure in the
extraordinary flowering of Viennese culture between the two world wars. His masterpiece, A Cultural
History of the Modern Age, demonstrates the intellectual universality that Friedell saw as guarantor of the
continuity and regeneration of European civilization.

Following a brilliant opening essay on cultural history and why it should be studied, the first volume begins
with an analysis of the transformation of the Medieval mind as it evolved from the Black Death to the Thirty
Years War. The emphasis is on the spiritual and cultural vortex of civilization, but Friedell never forgets the
European roots in pestilence, death, and superstition that animate a contrary drive toward reason, refinement,
intellectual curiosity, and scientific knowledge. While these values reached their apogee during the
Renaissance, Friedell shows that each cultural victory is precarious, and Europe was always in danger of
slipping back into barbarism. Friedell's historical vision embraces the whole of Western culture and its
development. It is a consistent probing for the divine in the world's course and is, therefore, theology; it is
research into the basic forces of the human soul and is, therefore, psychology; it is the most illuminating
presentation of the forms of state and society and, therefore, is politics; the most varied collection of all art-
creations and is, therefore, aesthetics.

Thomas Mann regarded Friedell as one of the great stylists in the German language. Like the works of the
great novelist, A Cultural History of the Modern Age offers a dramatic history of the last six centuries,
showing the driving forces of each age. The new introduction provides a fascinating biographical sketch of
Friedell and his cultural milieu and analyzes his place in intellectual history.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

The book A Cultural History of the Modern Age: Renaissance and Reformation can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing
like a book A Cultural History of the Modern Age: Renaissance and Reformation? A number of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book A Cultural History of the Modern Age: Renaissance
and Reformation has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Ehlers:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that A Cultural History of the Modern Age:
Renaissance and Reformation to read.

Gary Simms:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The A
Cultural History of the Modern Age: Renaissance and Reformation offer you a new experience in reading a
book.

Mario Davis:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Cultural History of the Modern Age:
Renaissance and Reformation can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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