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Most histories of the Civil War focus on battles and top brass. Hardtack and Coffee is one of the few to give
a vivid, detailed picture of what ordinary soldiers endured every day—in camp, on the march, at the edge of
a booming, smoking hell. John D. Billings of Massachusetts enlisted in the Army of the Potomac and
curvived the conditions he recorded. The authenticity of his book is heightened by the many drawings that a
comrade, Charles W. Reed, made in the field.
 
This is the story of how the Civil War soldier was recruited, provisioned, and disciplined. Described here are
the types of men found in any outfit; their not very uniform uniforms; crowded tents and makeshift shelters;
difficulties in keeping clean, warm, and dry; their pleasure in a cup of coffee; food rations, dominated by salt
pork and the versatile cracker or hardtack; their brave pastimes in the face of death; punishments for various
offenses; treatment in sick bay; firearms and signals and modes of transportation. Comprehensive and
anecdotal, Hardtack and Coffee is striking for the pulse of life that runs through it.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Duda:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Hardtack & Coffee or
The Unwritten Story of Army Life is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kenneth Roberts:

Typically the book Hardtack & Coffee or The Unwritten Story of Army Life will bring someone to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Hardtack & Coffee or The Unwritten Story
of Army Life is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Lola Taylor:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Hardtack & Coffee or The Unwritten Story of Army Life will give you a new experience in studying a
book.

Allison Phelps:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Hardtack & Coffee or The Unwritten Story of
Army Life to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and
examine it. Beside that the guide Hardtack & Coffee or The Unwritten Story of Army Life can to be your
new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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