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The legal crusade of Myra Clark Gaines (1804?--1885) has all the trappings of classic melodrama -- a lost
heir, a missing will, an illicit relationship, a questionable marriage, a bigamous husband, and a murder. For a
half century the daughter of New Orleans millionaire Daniel Clark struggled to justify her claim to his
enormous fortune in a case that captivated the nineteenth-century public. Elizabeth Urban Alexander taps
voluminous court records and letters to unravel the twists and turns of Gaines's litigation and reveal the truth
behind the mysterious saga of this notorious woman.

Myra, the daughter of real estate heir Clark and Zulime Carrière, a beautiful young Frenchwoman, was raised
by friends of Clark and kept ignorant of her real parentage until 1832, when she discovered her true lineage
in letters among her foster father's papers. She thereupon returned to Louisiana with tales of a lost will and a
secret marriage between Clark and Carrière and claimed to be Clark's missing heir. Was Myra the legitimate
daughter of the prominent merchant or the "fruit of an adulterous union?" The courts would decide.

The Great Gaines Case wound its tortuous path through the United States legal system from 1834 until 1891.
It was considered by the U.S. Supreme Court seventeen times and pursued even after Gaines's death by
lawyers trying to recoup fees. By courageously bringing her case to the courtroom and doggedly keeping it
there, Alexander asserts, Gaines helped instigate a new type of family law that provided special protection of
women, children, and marriages.

Though Gaines never recovered more than a tiny fraction of the rumored millions, this riveting chronicle of
her struggle for legitimacy and legacy as told by Elizabeth Urban Alexander is a gold mine for anyone
interested in legal history, women's studies, or a good yarn superbly spun.
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Warren:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Notorious
Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern Biography Series) book as nice and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Ida Vanwormer:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra
Clark Gaines (Southern Biography Series) why because the amazing cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Sean Bass:

The book untitled Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern Biography
Series) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method.
The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can easily
read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice go through.

Martin Hanson:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is identified as of book Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern Biography
Series). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It
can bring you from one spot to other place.
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