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The increase in numbers of single people has been described as one of the greatest social phenomena of
western society. Most women will spend periods of their lives alone, without a committed partner
relationship. Yet there is still a degree of social stigma attached to this status. Single women are a crucial
group for study in relation to perceived changes in family life and relationships. This book provides a new
understanding of what is often taken-for-granted – female single identity.

In an examination of extracts from her interviews with women aged 30 to 60 years and living alone, Jill
Reynolds explores how women deal with this potentially stigmatized identity. She focuses on identity and
self-representation through consideration of discourse and the conversational moves made by the
participants. Her analysis highlights that the culturally available and familiar resources for understanding
singleness are highly polarized. Single women weave their way through the extreme contrasts of a denigrated
or an empowered identity. Thus, while most participants give very positive accounts, they also pay attention
to widespread social expectations that success in life involves a long-term committed relationship.

This book makes an important contribution to the understanding of the lives of single women and represents
a challenge to the considerable literature on gender and family life which has inadequately theorized
singleness.  It will be of great interest to academics and students in social psychology, sociology, social work
and social policy. It will also be of particular interest to students of gender studies, qualitative research,
narrative studies, conversation analysis and discourse analysis.
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From reader reviews:

Patrina Eaton:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This The Single Woman: A Discursive Investigation (Women and
Psychology) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer regarding The Single Woman: A Discursive Investigation (Women and Psychology)
content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking The Single Woman: A Discursive
Investigation (Women and Psychology) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

April Robles:

This The Single Woman: A Discursive Investigation (Women and Psychology) usually are reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Single Woman: A
Discursive Investigation (Women and Psychology) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Single Woman: A Discursive Investigation
(Women and Psychology) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Rod Doughty:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve
that need more time to be go through. The Single Woman: A Discursive Investigation (Women and
Psychology) can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Mark Authement:

Beside that The Single Woman: A Discursive Investigation (Women and Psychology) in your phone, it may
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Single Woman: A Discursive Investigation (Women and
Psychology) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss



the item? Find this book and also read it from now!
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