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A very Australian story of heroism and healing.

In 2004 Garth Callender, a junior cavalry officer, was deployed to Iraq. He quickly found his feet leading
convoys of armoured vehicles through the streets of Baghdad and into the desert beyond. But one morning
his crew was targeted in a roadside bomb attack. Garth became Australia’s first serious casualty in the war.

After recovering from his injuries, Garth returned to Iraq in 2006 as second-in-command of the Australian
Army’s security detachment in Baghdad. He found a city in the grip of a rising insurgency. His unit had to
contend with missile attacks, suicide bombers and the death by misadventure of one of their own, Private
Jake Kovco.

Determined to prevent the kinds of bomb attacks that left him scarred, Garth volunteered once more in 2009
– to lead a weapons intelligence team in Afghanistan. He was helicoptered to blast zones in the aftermath of
attacks, and worked to identify the insurgent bomb-makers responsible.

Revealing, moving, funny and full of drama, Garth Callender’s story is one of a kind.

‘I urge you to read this important, engaging book. There are so few firsthand accounts from our frontline
soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan.’—Leigh Sales

‘Garth Callender, a wounded veteran, tells his story of multiple combat tours with acid intensity. Stark,
brutal and honest, After the Blast exposes the ghastly business of modern warfare. It is an uncompromising
account that will shock some readers. Callender pulls no punches; his raw emotions, fears, loves, frustrations
and anger are unflinchingly recalled. This book provides a rare insight to the harsh realities of Australia's
contemporary conflicts.’—Major General John Cantwell, AO, DSC, author of Exit Wounds

‘Garth Callender shows you what soldiers really think – and, more importantly, feel.’—James Brown, author
of Anzac’s Long Shadow

Garth Callender left the regular Australian Army in 2013 after a distinguished seventeen-year career, during
which he served in Iraq and Afghanistan and rose to the rank of major. He now works for an Australian
technology company that is developing new ways to detect concealed explosives.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Nguyen:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular After the Blast: An Australian officer in
Iraq and Afghanistan is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Susan Swain:

Often the book After the Blast: An Australian officer in Iraq and Afghanistan has a lot details on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Jon Harrill:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This After the Blast: An Australian officer in Iraq
and Afghanistan can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?

Ralph Dell:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this After the Blast: An Australian officer in Iraq and Afghanistan can make
you sense more interested to read.
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