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With unprecedented subtlety, compassion and richness of detail, Susan Porter Benson takes readers into the
budgets and the lives of working-class families in the United States between the two world wars. Focusing
on families from regions across America and of differing races and ethnicities, she argues that working-class
families of the time were not on the verge of entering the middle class and embracing mass culture. Rather,
she contends that during the interwar period such families lived in a context of scarcity and limited
resources, not plenty. Their consumption, Benson argues, revolved around hard choices about basic needs
and provided therapeutic satisfactions only secondarily, if at all.

Household Accounts is rich with details Benson gathered from previously untapped sources, particularly
interviews with women wage earners conducted by field agents of the Women's Bureau of the Department of
Labor. She provides a vivid picture of a working-class culture of family consumption: how working-class
families negotiated funds; how they made qualitative decisions about what they wanted; how they
determined financial strategies and individual goals; and how, in short, families made ends meet during this
period. Topics usually central to the histories of consumption—he development of mass consumer culture,
the hegemony of middle-class versions of consumption, and the expanded offerings of the
marketplace—contributed to but did not control the lives of working-class people. Ultimately, Household
Accounts seriously calls into question the usual narrative of a rising and inclusive tide of twentieth-century
consumption.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Raine:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Household Accounts: Working-Class Family
Economies in the Interwar United States book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Dennis Bryant:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Household Accounts: Working-Class
Family Economies in the Interwar United States e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
question Household Accounts: Working-Class Family Economies in the Interwar United States as good book
not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its
protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Mark Miller:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Household Accounts: Working-Class Family Economies in
the Interwar United States can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have
factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Household
Accounts: Working-Class Family Economies in the Interwar United States.

Doreen Looney:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this modern
era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Household Accounts: Working-Class Family Economies in the Interwar United States when you desired
it?
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