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Drawing on solid ethnographic fieldwork as well as many hours of interviews, Leprosy and a Life in South
India: Journeys with a Tamil Brahmin tells the life story of Das, a Tamil Brahmin born in the newly post-
colonial India of the early 1950s. After being diagnosed with leprosy, Das spent over a decade on the streets
of Bombay and Madras, learning to survive as an unofficial station porter, hotel bellhop, and sometimes
tourist guide. He won and lost fortunes on horses, he gambled, and he learned firsthand of the pleasures to be
had in Bombay’s red light district. But for all the joy that comes through so vividly in his account, Das’s
story unfolds against a backdrop of everyday violence and hardship. Re-investigated through the prism of an
individual life, what are often presented as the rigid social categories of caste, religion and kinship come to
be seen in fresh new ways. Through this life history account, Leprosy in South India captures all this in ways
conventional accounts do not, offering a unique take on what it is to be an Indian in contemporary India.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Larios:

This Leprosy and a Life in South India: Journeys with a Tamil Brahmin are usually reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Leprosy and a Life in South India:
Journeys with a Tamil Brahmin can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Leprosy and a Life in South India: Journeys with a Tamil Brahmin
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Dean Green:

Leprosy and a Life in South India: Journeys with a Tamil Brahmin can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Leprosy and a Life in South India: Journeys with a Tamil Brahmin however doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Thomas Brown:

You may spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Leprosy and a Life in South India:
Journeys with a Tamil Brahmin is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically
the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Adam Mathews:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Leprosy and a Life in South India:
Journeys with a Tamil Brahmin.
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