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Testing is one of the most controversial of all state and federal educational policies. The effects of testing are
quite ambiguous. The same test may lead to different consequences in different circumstances, and teachers
may use very different strategies to prepare students for tests. Although most experts agree that mandatory
testing leads to teaching to the test, they disagree about whether it leads to meaningless drill, wasted time,
de-professionalizing teachers, and demotivating students, or to more challenging and thoughtful curricula,
more engaging teaching, increased student motivation, and increased accountability.

To help sort through this ambiguity and provide a firmer basis for decisions, The Ambiguity of Teaching to
the Test: Standards, Assessment, and Educational Reform offers a hard look at the effects of state testing,
and thoroughly examines the ambiguity of test preparation and how test preparation practices are influenced
by what teachers know and the leadership coming from the school and district. Drawing on data from a
three-year study of New Jersey's testing policy in elementary mathematics and science, it helps to explain the
variety of ways that teachers modify their teaching in response to state tests, raises important questions, and
offers useful guidance on how state policymakers and local and district school administrators can implement
policies that will improve educational equity and performance for all students. It also offers an in-depth
analysis of classroom practices that should inform teachers and teacher educators whose goal is to
meaningfully implement conceptually based teaching practices.

This comprehensive look at the statewide variation in testing practice features:
*a data-based, non-ideological treatment of how testing affects teachers, in a field characterized by
ideologically driven beliefs and by anecdotes;
*an extensive and well-integrated combination of qualitative and quantitative data sources that provide a
statewide overview, as well as an in-depth analysis of teachers and classrooms;
*a careful analysis of the variety of forms of teaching to the test; and
*a multilevel exploration of how a variety of personal and leadership factors can influence teaching to the
test.

This is an important book for researchers, professionals, and students in educational testing, educational
policy, educational administration, mathematics and science education, educational reform, and the politics
and sociology of education. It will also prove useful for state policymakers, school and district leaders, and
teacher educators and curriculum specialists who are making decisions about how to design and respond to
new testing systems.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Armstrong:

With other case, little people like to read book The Ambiguity of Teaching to the Test: Standards,
Assessment, and Educational Reform. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing
we know about how is important any book The Ambiguity of Teaching to the Test: Standards, Assessment,
and Educational Reform. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Sandy Holiday:

This The Ambiguity of Teaching to the Test: Standards, Assessment, and Educational Reform are generally
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Ambiguity
of Teaching to the Test: Standards, Assessment, and Educational Reform can be on the list of great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information
that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The
Ambiguity of Teaching to the Test: Standards, Assessment, and Educational Reform giving you an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

David Black:

The book The Ambiguity of Teaching to the Test: Standards, Assessment, and Educational Reform will
bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Ambiguity of Teaching to
the Test: Standards, Assessment, and Educational Reform is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Elizabeth Daugherty:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to at this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important
for you personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Ambiguity of Teaching to the Test: Standards,



Assessment, and Educational Reform can make you sense more interested to read.
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