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In The Priority of Prudence, Daniel Mark Nelson proposes a reappropriation of a moral perspective that
focuses on the cardinal virtues of courage, temperance, justice, and prudence. The study aims to recover and
rehabilitate the virtue of prudence as a way of resuming a moral conversation that has been stalemated for
too long. Nelson's main source for reviving the virtue of prudence is St. Thomas Aquinas's account of the
cardinal virtues in the Summa Theologica. A primary problem with using Aquinas as a source for reviving
an ethics of virtue centered on prudence is that he is commonly perceived as the most prominent figure in the
conflicting natural-law tradition. According to Nelson's reinterpretation, however, Aquinas teaches that
moral understanding depends first and foremost on prudence working in accord with other cardinal virtues
and that natural law functions to explain moral reasoning rather than to guide it.This study serves to advance
the debate about the contemporary relevance of an ethics of virtue by way of its significantly more detailed
explication of prudence. Nelson makes important connections between influential reinterpretations of the
ethical theory of Aquinas that have been published during the last thirty years and widespread interest in an
ethics of virtue that has been expressed by Alasdair Maclntyre, Stanley Hauerwas, William Sullivan, Robert
Bellah, and others. The Priority of Prudence represents a significant contribution to the scholarly literature
both in the study of Aquinas and in the debate on the ethics of virtue.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Parks:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Priority of Prudence: Virtue and Natural Law in Thomas Aquinas and the
Implications for Modern Ethics book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find
the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to deliver to you. The writer involving The Priority of Prudence: Virtue and Natural Law in Thomas
Aquinas and the Implications for Modern Ethics content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you
continue to thinking The Priority of Prudence: Virtue and Natural Law in Thomas Aquinas and the
Implications for Modern Ethics is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Justin Perry:

This book untitled The Priority of Prudence: Virtue and Natural Law in Thomas Aquinas and the
Implications for Modern Ethics to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when
you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the
book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this publication from your list.

Shirley Parker:

The book The Priority of Prudence: Virtue and Natural Law in Thomas Aquinas and the Implications for
Modern Ethics will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The
Priority of Prudence: Virtue and Natural Law in Thomas Aquinas and the Implications for Modern Ethics is
much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Ruth Snider:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day
to reading a e-book. The book The Priority of Prudence: Virtue and Natural Law in Thomas Aquinas and the
Implications for Modern Ethics it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too



expensive but this book offers high quality.
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