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Astrology in the Middle Ages was considered a branch of the magical arts, one informed by Jewish and
Muslim scientific knowledge in Muslim Spain. As such it was deeply troubling to some Church authorities.
Using the stars and planets to divine the future ran counter to the orthodox Christian notion that human
beings have free will, and some clerical authorities argued that it almost certainly entailed the summoning of
spiritual forces considered diabolical. We know that occult beliefs and practices became widespread in the
later Middle Ages, but there is much about the phenomenon that we do not understand. For instance, how
deeply did occult beliefs penetrate courtly culture and what exactly did those in positions of power hope to
gain by interacting with the occult? In A Kingdom of Stargazers, Michael A. Ryan examines the interest in
astrology in the Iberian kingdom of Aragon, where ideas about magic and the occult were deeply intertwined
with notions of power, authority, and providence.

Ryan focuses on the reigns of Pere III (1336-1387) and his sons Joan I (1387-1395) and Martí I (1395-1410).
Pere and Joan spent lavish amounts of money on astrological writings, and astrologers held great sway
within their courts. When Martí I took the throne, however, he was determined to purge Joan's courtiers and
return to religious orthodoxy. As Ryan shows, the appeal of astrology to those in power was clear: predicting
the future through divination was a valuable tool for addressing the extraordinary problems-political,
religious, demographic-plaguing Europe in the fourteenth century. Meanwhile, the kings' contemporaries
within the noble, ecclesiastical, and mercantile elite had their own reasons for wanting to know what the
future held, but their engagement with the occult was directly related to the amount of power and authority
the monarch exhibited and applied. A Kingdom of Stargazers joins a growing body of scholarship that
explores the mixing of religious and magical ideas in the late Middle Ages.
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From reader reviews:

Damon Smith:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book A Kingdom of Stargazers:
Astrology and Authority in the Late Medieval Crown of Aragon (Frank W. Pierce Memorial Lectureship and
Conference). All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Kim Heflin:

Why? Because this A Kingdom of Stargazers: Astrology and Authority in the Late Medieval Crown of
Aragon (Frank W. Pierce Memorial Lectureship and Conference) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Marcia Marshall:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is A Kingdom of Stargazers: Astrology and Authority in the Late
Medieval Crown of Aragon (Frank W. Pierce Memorial Lectureship and Conference) this book consist a lot
of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Kent Brown:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Kingdom of Stargazers: Astrology
and Authority in the Late Medieval Crown of Aragon (Frank W. Pierce Memorial Lectureship and



Conference) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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