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Japan in the early seventeenth century was a wild place. Serial killers stalked the streets of Kyoto at night,
while noblemen and women mingled freely at the imperial palace, drinking saké and watching kabuki
dancing in the presence of the emperor’s principal consort. Among these noblewomen was an imperial
concubine named Nakanoin Nakako, who in 1609 became embroiled in a sex scandal involving both
courtiers and young women in the emperor’s service. As punishment, Nakako was banished to an island in
the Pacific Ocean, but she never reached her destination. Instead, she was shipwrecked and spent fourteen
years in a remote village on the Izu Peninsula, before being set free in an amnesty. Returning to Kyoto,
Nakako began a new adventure: she entered a convent and became a Buddhist nun.

Recounting the remarkable story of this resilient woman and the war-torn world in which she lived, G. G.
Rowley investigates aristocratic family archives, village storehouses, and the records of imperial convents to
re-create Nakako’s life from beginning to end. She follows the banished concubine as she endures rural
exile, receives an unexpected reprieve, and rediscovers herself as the abbess of a nunnery. As she unravels
Nakako’s unusual tale, Rowley also profiles the little-known lives of samurai women who sacrificed
themselves on the fringes of the great battles that brought an end to more than a century of civil war. Written
with keen insight and genuine affection, An Imperial Concubine’s Tale tells the true story of a woman’s
extraordinary life in seventeenth-century Japan.
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From reader reviews:

Lester Jaworski:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject An Imperial
Concubine's Tale: Scandal, Shipwreck, and Salvation in Seventeenth-Century Japan suitable to you? The
particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled An Imperial
Concubine's Tale: Scandal, Shipwreck, and Salvation in Seventeenth-Century Japanis the main of several
books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world on this book.

Kerry Maye:

The book untitled An Imperial Concubine's Tale: Scandal, Shipwreck, and Salvation in Seventeenth-Century
Japan is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will
be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of An Imperial Concubine's Tale: Scandal, Shipwreck, and
Salvation in Seventeenth-Century Japan from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Jesus Curry:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping An Imperial Concubine's Tale: Scandal,
Shipwreck, and Salvation in Seventeenth-Century Japan that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all
you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick An Imperial Concubine's Tale:
Scandal, Shipwreck, and Salvation in Seventeenth-Century Japan become your own starter.

Tammy Paradis:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific An Imperial Concubine's Tale: Scandal, Shipwreck,
and Salvation in Seventeenth-Century Japan can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look
at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have
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