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Eihei Dogen, the founder of the Japanese branch of the Soto Zen Buddhist school, is considered one of the
world's most remarkable religious philosophers. Eihei Dogen: Mystical Realist is a comprehensive
introduction to the genius of this brilliant thinker. This thirteenth-century figure has much to teach us all and
the questions that drove him have always been at the heart of Buddhist practice.

At the age of seven, in 1207, Dogen lost his mother, who at her death earnestly asked him to become a
monastic to seek the truth of Buddhism. We are told that in the midst of profound grief, Dogen experienced
the impermanence of all things as he watched the incense smoke ascending at his mother's funeral service.
This left an indelible impression upon the young Dogen; later, he would emphasize time and again the
intimate relationship between the desire for enlightenment and the awareness of impermanence. His way of
life would not be a sentimental flight from, but a compassionate understanding of, the intolerable reality of
existence.

At age 13, Dogen received ordination at Mt. Hiei. And yet, a question arose: "As I study both the exoteric
and the esoteric schools of Buddhism, they maintain that human beings are endowed with Dharma-nature by
birth. If this is the case, why did the buddhas of all ages - undoubtedly in possession of enlightenment - find
it necessary to seek enlightenment and engage in spiritual practice?" When it became clear that no one on
Mt. Hiei could give a satisfactory answer to this spiritual problem, he sought elsewhere, eventually making
the treacherous journey to China. This was the true beginning of a life of relentless questioning, practice, and
teaching - an immensely inspiring contribution to the Buddhadharma.

As you might imagine, a book as ambitious as Eihei Dogen: Mystical Realist has to be both academically
rigorous and eminently readable to succeed. Professor Hee-Jim Kim's work is indeed both.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

The book Eihei Dogen: Mystical Realist can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Eihei Dogen: Mystical Realist? Several of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Eihei Dogen: Mystical Realist has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous
world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Cameron Trammell:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Eihei Dogen: Mystical Realist book
because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Lila Dixon:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Eihei Dogen: Mystical Realist, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Nancy Hartsell:

Eihei Dogen: Mystical Realist can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Eihei Dogen: Mystical Realist but doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
thinking.
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