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A Spaniard originally from Italy, the polymath Lorenzo Boturini Benaduci (1702–1753), known as Boturini,
traveled to New Spain in 1736. Becoming fascinated by the Mesoamerican cultures of the New World, he
collected and copied native writings—and learned Nahuatl, the language in which most of these documents
were written. Boturini’s incomparable collection—confiscated, neglected, and dispersed after the Spanish
crown condemned his intellectual pursuits—became the basis of his Idea of a New General History of North
America. The volume, completed in 1746 and written almost entirely from memory, is presented here in
English for the first time, along with the Catálogo, Boturini’s annotated enumeration of the works he had
gathered in New Spain.

Stafford Poole’s lucid and nuanced translation of the Idea and Catálogo allows Anglophone readers to fully
appreciate Boturini’s unique accomplishment and his unparalleled and sympathetic knowledge of the native
peoples of eighteenth-century Mexico. Poole’s introduction puts Boturini’s feat of memory and scholarship
into historical context: Boturini was documenting the knowledge and skills of native Americans whom most
Europeans were doing their utmost to denigrate. Through extensive, thoughtful annotations, Poole clarifies
Boturini’s references to Greco-Roman mythology, authors from classical antiquity, humanist works,
ecclesiastical and legal sources, and terms in Nahuatl, Spanish, Latin, and Italian. In his notes to the
Catálogo, he points readers to transcriptions and translations of the original materials in Boturini’s archive
that exist today.

Invaluable for the new light they shed on Mesoamerican language, knowledge, culture, and religious
practices, the Idea of a New General History of North America and the Catálogo also offer a rare perspective
on the intellectual practices and prejudices of the Bourbon era—and on one of the most curious and singular
minds of the time.
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From reader reviews:

Daniele Chambers:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Idea of a New General History of North
America: An Account of Colonial Native Mexico will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or suitable book with you?

Doris Stanford:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Idea of a New General
History of North America: An Account of Colonial Native Mexico, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Aimee Buffington:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Idea of a New General History of North
America: An Account of Colonial Native Mexico publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still question Idea of a New General History of North America: An Account of Colonial
Native Mexico as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can
break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come
on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Ronald Tanaka:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Idea of a New General History
of North America: An Account of Colonial Native Mexico can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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