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In Stepdaughters of History, noted scholar Catherine Clinton reflects on the roles of women as historical
actors within the field of Civil War studies and examines the ways in which historians have redefined female
wartime participation. Clinton contends that despite the recent attention, white and black women’s
contributions remain shrouded in myth and sidelined in traditional historical narratives. Her work tackles
some of these well-worn assumptions, dismantling prevailing attitudes that consign women to the footnotes
of Civil War texts.

Clinton highlights some of the debates, led by emerging and established Civil War scholars, which seek to
demolish demeaning and limiting stereotypes of southern women as simpering belles, stoic Mammies, Rebel
spitfires, or sultry spies. Such caricatures mask the more concrete and compelling struggles within the
Confederacy, and in Clinton’s telling, a far more balanced and vivid understanding of women’s roles within
the wartime South emerges. New historical evidence has given rise to fresh insights, including important
revisionist literature on women’s overt and covert participation in activities designed to challenge the
rebellion and on white women’s roles in reshaping the war’s legacy in postwar narratives. Increasingly, Civil
War scholarship integrates those women who defied gender conventions to assume men’s roles—including
those few who gained notoriety as spies, scouts, or soldiers during the war.

As Clinton’s work demonstrates, the larger questions of women’s wartime contributions remain important
correctives to our understanding of the war’s impact. Through a fuller appreciation of the dynamics of sex
and race, Stepdaughters of History promises a broader conversation in the twenty-first century, inviting
readers to continue to confront the conundrums of the American Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Floyd:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Stepdaughters of History: Southern
Women and the American Civil War (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History) as your daily
resource information.

Michelle Chase:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Stepdaughters of History: Southern
Women and the American Civil War (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History) is simple to
develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space
to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Darron Hiller:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Stepdaughters of History: Southern Women and the American Civil War (Walter
Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History) can make you feel more interested to read.

Tim Gonzalez:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Stepdaughters of History:
Southern Women and the American Civil War (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History) to
make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book
and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside
that the reserve Stepdaughters of History: Southern Women and the American Civil War (Walter Lynwood



Fleming Lectures in Southern History) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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