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In The Descent of Man Darwin addresses many of the issues raised by his notorious Origin of Species:
finding in the traits and instincts of animals the origins of the mental abilities of humans, of language, of our
social structures and our moral capacities, he attempts to show that there is no clear dividing line between
animals and humans. Most importantly, he accounts for what Victorians called the ‘races’ of mankind by
means of what he calls sexual selection. This book presents a full explanation of Darwin’s ideas about sexual
selection, including his belief that many important characteristics of human beings and animals have
emerged in response to competition for mates.

This was a controversial work. Yet Darwin tried hard to avoid being branded as a radical revolutionary. He is
steeped in Victorian sensibilities regarding gender and cultural differences: he sees human civilization as a
move from barbarous savagery to modern gentlefolk, and women as more emotional and less intellectual
than men, thus providing a biological basis for the social assumptions and prejudices of the day. The Descent
of Man played a major role in the emergence of social Darwinism.

This complete version of the first edition gives the modern reader an unparalleled opportunity to engage
directly with Darwin’s proposals, launched in the midst of continuing controversy over On the Origin of
Species.

Janet Browne is the author of the prize-winning biography, Charles Darwin: Voyaging and Charles Darwin:
The Power of Place.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Smith:

The particular book The Descent of Man (Classics of World Literature) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Descent of Man (Classics of World
Literature) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Edward Chavez:

The Descent of Man (Classics of World Literature) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Descent of
Man (Classics of World Literature) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Christopher Bohner:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Descent of Man (Classics of World
Literature) or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing
a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any
other book likes The Descent of Man (Classics of World Literature) to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.

James Pitts:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Descent
of Man (Classics of World Literature).
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