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Historians have paid surprisingly little attention to state-level political leaders and judges. Edward Kent
(1802–77) was both. He served three terms as a state legislator, two as mayor of Bangor, two as governor,
and two as a judge of the state supreme court. He represented Maine in the negotiations that resolved the
long-running northeastern border dispute between the United States and Great Britain and served for four
years as the American consul in Rio de Janeiro. The foremost Whig in Maine state politics and later a
Republican judge, Kent articulated classic Whig political views and carried them forward into his Whig-
Republican jurisprudence.
In examining Kent's career as Maine's quintessential Whig, An Exemplary Whig reveals his characteristically
conservative Whig outlook, including an aversion toward disorder and a deep respect for law, for existing
institutions, and for the wisdom of experience. Kent brought his conservative disposition into the Republican
Party. He had no use for radical abolitionism, preferring moderation and compromise to measures that
endangered social order or the integrity of the Union. Kent saw the "slave power," not abolitionism, as the
disrupter of the Union, and he urged the “fusion” of all antislavery elements into a new Republican party.
In 1859, Maine's Republican governor appointed Kent to the state supreme court. During his fourteen-year
tenure, Kent adopted a Whiggish jurisprudence, pragmatic and commonsensical, and displayed a reverence
for the common law and a distrust of “theoretic speculation.” After his retirement, he chaired a constitutional
revision commission, admonishing his fellow commissioners to bear in mind the “practical wisdom” that
kept dangerous innovation in check.
As a politician during the Jacksonian era, Kent exemplified Whig leadership at the local and state levels. In
his jurisprudence, he carried the Whig persuasion into the Republican ascendancy and the beginnings of the
Gilded Age.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa King:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a publication. The book An Exemplary Whig: Edward Kent and the Whig Disposition in American
Politics and Law it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
possesses high quality.

Many Shirley:

This An Exemplary Whig: Edward Kent and the Whig Disposition in American Politics and Law is fresh
way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this An Exemplary Whig: Edward Kent and the Whig Disposition in American Politics and Law can
be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone.
These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Kathleen Hernandez:

You may get this An Exemplary Whig: Edward Kent and the Whig Disposition in American Politics and
Law by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Ann Amos:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and An Exemplary Whig: Edward Kent and the
Whig Disposition in American Politics and Law or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you.



After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge.
In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes An Exemplary Whig: Edward Kent and
the Whig Disposition in American Politics and Law to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types
of book like this.
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