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In 2009, when Raquel Cepeda almost lost her estranged father to heart disease, she was terrified she’d
never know the truth about her ancestry. Every time she looked in the mirror, Cepeda saw a
mystery—a tapestry of races and ethnicities that came together in an ambiguous mix. With time
running out, she decided to embark on an archaeological dig of sorts by using the science of ancestral
DNA testing to excavate everything she could about her genetic history.
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Digging through memories long buried, she embarks upon a journey not only into her ancestry but also into
her own history. Born in Harlem to Dominican parents, she was sent to live with her maternal grandparents
in the Paraíso (Paradise) district in Santo Domingo while still a baby. It proved to be an idyllic reprieve in
her otherwise fraught childhood. Paraíso came to mean family, home, belonging. When Cepeda returned to
the US, she discovered her family constellation had changed. Her mother had a new, abusive boyfriend, who
relocated the family to San Francisco. When that relationship fell apart, Cepeda found herself back in New
York City with her father and European stepmother: attending tennis lessons and Catholic schools; fighting
vicious battles wih her father, who discouraged her from expressing the Dominican part of her hyphenated
identity; and immersed in the ’80s hip-hop culture of uptown Manhattan. It was in these streets, through the
prism of hip-hop and the sometimes loving embrace of her community, that Cepeda constructed her own
identity.

Years later, when Cepeda had become a successful journalist and documentary filmmaker, the strands of her
DNA would take her further, across the globe and into history. Who were her ancestors? How did they—and
she—become Latina? Her journey, as the most unforgettable ones often do, would lead her to places she
hadn’t expected to go. With a vibrant lyrical prose and fierce honesty, Cepeda parses concepts of race,
identity, and ancestral DNA among Latinos by using her own Dominican-American story as one example,
and in the process arrives at some sort of peace with her father.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Hidalgo:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Bird of Paradise: How I Became Latina. You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book
Bird of Paradise: How I Became Latina. You can add information and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we are able to open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's read.

John Glass:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Bird of Paradise: How I Became Latina.

Agnes Figueroa:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Bird of Paradise: How I Became
Latina e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Bird of Paradise: How I
Became Latina as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can
break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come
on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Camille Wolfe:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. By book Bird of Paradise: How I Became Latina we can consider more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Bird of Paradise: How I Became
Latina. You can more appealing than now.
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