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From eye-witness accounts of elephants apparently mourning the death of family members to an experiment
that showed that hungry rhesus monkeys would not take food if doing so gave another monkey an electric
shock, there is much evidence of animals displaying what seem to be moral feelings. But despite such
suggestive evidence, philosophers steadfastly deny that animals can act morally, and for reasons that
virtually everyone has found convincing.

In Can Animals be Moral?, philosopher Mark Rowlands examines the reasoning of philosophers and
scientists on this question--ranging from Aristotle and Kant to Hume and Darwin--and reveals that their
arguments fall far short of compelling. The basic argument against moral behavior in animals is that humans
have capabilities that animals lack. We can reflect on our motivations, formulate abstract principles that
allow that allow us to judge right from wrong. For an actor to be moral, he or she must be able scrutinize
their motivations and actions. No animal can do these things--no animal is moral. Rowland naturally agrees
that humans possess a moral consciousness that no animal can rival, but he argues that it is not necessary for
an individual to have the ability to reflect on his or her motives to be moral. Animals can't do all that we can
do, but they can act on the basis of some moral reasons--basic moral reasons involving concern for others.
And when they do this, they are doing just what we do when we act on the basis of these reasons: They are
acting morally.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Wescott:

This Can Animals Be Moral? book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Can Animals Be
Moral? without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
be worry Can Animals Be Moral? can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Can
Animals Be Moral? having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Kathleen King:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Can Animals Be Moral?
book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Solomon Steward:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Can Animals Be Moral?, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Robert Tanaka:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Can Animals Be Moral? can make you feel more interested to read.
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