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For some historians and biographers, Maximilien Robespierre (1758–94) was a great revolutionary martyr
who succeeded in leading the French Republic to safety in the face of overwhelming military odds. For many
others, he was the first modern dictator, a fanatic who instigated the murderous Reign of Terror in 1793–94.
This masterful biography combines new research into Robespierre's dramatic life with a deep understanding
of society and the politics of the French Revolution to arrive at a fresh understanding of the man, his
passions, and his tragic shortcomings.

Peter McPhee gives special attention to Robespierre's formative years and the development of an iron will in
a frail boy conceived outside wedlock and on the margins of polite provincial society. Exploring how these
experiences formed the young lawyer who arrived in Versailles in 1789, the author discovers not the cold,
obsessive Robespierre of legend, but a man of passion with close but platonic friendships with women. Soon
immersed in revolutionary conflict, he suffered increasingly lengthy periods of nervous collapse correlating
with moments of political crisis, yet Robespierre was tragically unable to step away from the crushing
burdens of leadership. Did his ruthless, uncompromising exercise of power reflect a descent into madness in
his final year of life? McPhee reevaluates the ideology and reality of "the Terror," what Robespierre
intended, and whether it represented an abandonment or a reversal of his early liberalism and sense of
justice.
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From reader reviews:

James Brown:

The publication untitled Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life is the e-book that recommended to you to read.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a
lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life from the publisher to
make you much more enjoy free time.

Samuel Hamby:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer might be Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jason Ayers:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life was filled concerning science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Juan Crowe:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the book Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading.
Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the
publication Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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