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With The Lucretian Renaissance, Gerard Passannante offers a radical rethinking of a familiar narrative: the
rise of materialism in early modern Europe. Passannante begins by taking up the ancient philosophical notion
that the world is composed of two fundamental opposites: atoms, as the philosopher Epicurus theorized,
intrinsically unchangeable and moving about the void; and the void itself, or nothingness. Passannante
considers the fact that this strain of ancient Greek philosophy survived and was transmitted to the
Renaissance primarily by means of a poem that had seemingly been lost—a poem insisting that the letters of
the alphabet are like the atoms that make up the universe.
 
By tracing this elemental analogy through the fortunes of Lucretius’s On the Nature of Things, Passannante
argues that, long before it took on its familiar shape during the Scientific Revolution, the philosophy of
atoms and the void reemerged in the Renaissance as a story about reading and letters—a story that
materialized in texts, in their physical recomposition, and in their scattering.
 
From the works of Virgil and Macrobius to those of Petrarch, Poliziano, Lambin, Montaigne, Bacon,
Spenser, Gassendi, Henry More, and Newton, The Lucretian Renaissance recovers a forgotten history of
materialism in humanist thought and scholarly practice and asks us to reconsider one of the most enduring
questions of the period: what does it mean for a text, a poem, and philosophy to be “reborn”?
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Lucas:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare
time, often the book you have read is usually The Lucretian Renaissance: Philology and the Afterlife of
Tradition.

David Guyton:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Lucretian Renaissance:
Philology and the Afterlife of Tradition, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Robert Caceres:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and The Lucretian Renaissance: Philology and the Afterlife of
Tradition or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
The Lucretian Renaissance: Philology and the Afterlife of Tradition to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Floy Knowles:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the The Lucretian Renaissance: Philology and the Afterlife of Tradition when you essential it?
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