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The Oldest Living Things in the World is an epic journey through time and space. Over the past decade, artist
Rachel Sussman has researched, worked with biologists, and traveled the world to photograph continuously
living organisms that are 2,000 years old and older. Spanning from Antarctica to Greenland, the Mojave
Desert to the Australian Outback, the result is a stunning and unique visual collection of ancient organisms
unlike anything that has been created in the arts or sciences before, insightfully and accessibly narrated by
Sussman along the way.

 

Her work is both timeless and timely, and spans disciplines, continents, and millennia. It is underscored by
an innate environmentalism and driven by Sussman’s relentless curiosity. She begins at “year zero,” and
looks back from there, photographing the past in the present.  These ancient individuals live on every
continent and range from Greenlandic lichens that grow only one centimeter a century, to unique desert
shrubs in Africa and South America, a predatory fungus in Oregon, Caribbean brain coral, to an 80,000-year-
old colony of aspen in Utah. Sussman journeyed to Antarctica to photograph 5,500-year-old moss; Australia
for stromatolites, primeval organisms tied to the oxygenation of the planet and the beginnings of life on
Earth; and to Tasmania to capture a 43,600-year-old self-propagating shrub that’s the last individual of its
kind. Her portraits reveal the living history of our planet—and what we stand to lose in the future. These
ancient survivors have weathered millennia in some of the world’s most extreme environments, yet climate
change and human encroachment have put many of them in danger. Two of her subjects have already met
with untimely deaths by human hands.

 

Alongside the photographs, Sussman relays fascinating – and sometimes harrowing – tales of her global
adventures tracking down her subjects and shares insights from the scientists who research them. The oldest
living things in the world are a record and celebration of the past, a call to action in the present, and a
barometer of our future.
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From reader reviews:

John Reed:

Often the book The Oldest Living Things in the World will bring you to the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read,
this book very suitable to you. The book The Oldest Living Things in the World is much recommended to
you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Judith Duncan:

The reserve with title The Oldest Living Things in the World has a lot of information that you can study it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn
how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Colleen Greenwood:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This book The Oldest Living Things in the World was filled concerning science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book.
In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Jessica Seymore:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and The Oldest Living Things in the
World or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes The Oldest Living Things in the World to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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