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"Clearly and closely analyzes the actions and motivations of one of the segregationist South’s most
formidable institutions. Based on archival source materials, this is an original and important addition to our
expanding knowledge of the mechanics of southern resistance to desegregation and the development of
modern conservatism."--George Lewis, University of Leicester 

In 1956, state Senator Charley Johns was appointed the chairman of the newly formed Florida Legislative
Investigation Committee, now remembered as the Johns Committee. This group was charged with the task of
unearthing communist tendencies, homosexual persuasions, and anything they saw as subversive behavior in
academic institutions throughout Florida. With the cooperation of law enforcement, the committee
interrogated and spied on countless individuals, including civil rights activists, college students, public
school teachers, and university faculty and administrators.
     Today, the actions of the Johns Committee are easily dismissed as homophobic and bigoted. Communists
and Perverts under the Palms reveals how the creation of the committee was a logical and unsurprising
result of historic societal anxieties about race, sexuality, obscenity, and liberalism. Stacy Braukman
illustrates how the responses to those societal anxieties, particularly the Johns Committee, laid the
foundation for the resurgence of conservatism in the 1960s. Braukman is considered and nuanced in her
stance, refusing a blanket condemnation of the extremism of a committee whose influence, even decades
after its dissolution, continues to be felt in the culture wars of today.

Stacy Braukman is an independent scholar and coauthor of Gay and Lesbian Atlanta.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Callender:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Communists and Perverts under the
Palms: The Johns Committee in Florida, 1956-1965 will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some
sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking
for best book or suited book with you?

Jennifer Crowe:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Communists and Perverts
under the Palms: The Johns Committee in Florida, 1956-1965 is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Marlin Brogan:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Communists and Perverts under the Palms:
The Johns Committee in Florida, 1956-1965 can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

Mary Tobin:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Communists and Perverts under the Palms: The Johns Committee in Florida, 1956-1965
when you necessary it?
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