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After several years as a small-town lawyer in Alpena, Frank J. Kelley was unexpectedly appointed
Michigan’s attorney general at the end of 1961. He never suspected that he would continue to serve until
1999, a national record. During that time, he worked with everyone from John and Bobby Kennedy to Bill
Clinton and jump-started the careers of dozens of politicians and public figures, including U.S. Senator Carl
Levin and Governors James Blanchard and Jennifer Granholm. In The People’s Lawyer: The Life and Times
of Frank J. Kelley, the Nation’s Longest-Serving Attorney General, Kelley and co-author Jack Lessenberry
reflect on the personal and professional journey of the so-called godfather of the Michigan Democratic Party
during his incredible life and thirty-seven years in office.

The People’s Lawyer chronicles Kelley’s early life as the son of second-generation Irish immigrants, whose
father, Frank E. Kelley, started out as a Detroit saloon keeper and became a respected Democratic Party
leader. Kelley tells of becoming the first of his family to go to college and law school, his early days as a
lawyer in northern Michigan, and how he transformed the office of attorney general as an active crusader for
the people. Among other accomplishments, Kelley describes establishing the first Office of Consumer
Protection in the country, taking on Michigan’s public utility companies, helping to end racially restrictive
real estate practices, and helping to initiate the multibillion-dollar Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement in
1998.

Kelley frames his work against a backdrop of the social and political upheaval of his times, including the
1967 Detroit riots, the disappearance of Jimmy Hoffa, and the assassinations of John F. Kennedy, Robert F.
Kennedy, and Martin Luther King, Jr. All those interested in American history and legal history will enjoy
this highly readable, entertaining account of Kelley’s life of public service.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Ostby:

This book untitled The People's Lawyer: The Life and Times of Frank J. Kelley, the Nation's Longest-
Serving Attorney General (Painted Turtle) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Brittany Belliveau:

The particular book The People's Lawyer: The Life and Times of Frank J. Kelley, the Nation's Longest-
Serving Attorney General (Painted Turtle) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to
write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Jenni Roberts:

The People's Lawyer: The Life and Times of Frank J. Kelley, the Nation's Longest-Serving Attorney General
(Painted Turtle) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The People's Lawyer: The Life and Times of Frank J.
Kelley, the Nation's Longest-Serving Attorney General (Painted Turtle) nevertheless doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

David Byrd:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The People's Lawyer: The Life
and Times of Frank J. Kelley, the Nation's Longest-Serving Attorney General (Painted Turtle) is simple to
deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You
can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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