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Many Americans in the Early Republic era saw the seas as another field for national aggrandizement. With a
merchant marine that competed against Britain for commercial supremacy and a whaling fleet that circled the
globe, the United States sought a maritime empire to complement its territorial ambitions in North America.
In With Sails Whitening Every Sea, Brian Rouleau argues that because of their ubiquity in foreign ports,
American sailors were the principal agents of overseas foreign relations in the early republic. Their everyday
encounters and more problematic interactions—barroom brawling, sexual escapades in port-city bordellos,
and the performance of blackface minstrel shows—shaped how the United States was perceived overseas.

Rouleau details both the mariners' "working-class diplomacy" and the anxieties such interactions inspired
among federal authorities and missionary communities, who saw the behavior of American sailors as mere
debauchery. Indiscriminate violence and licentious conduct, they feared, threatened both mercantile profit
margins and the nation’s reputation overseas. As Rouleau chronicles, the world’s oceans and seaport spaces
soon became a battleground over the terms by which American citizens would introduce themselves to the
world. But by the end of the Civil War, seamen were no longer the nation’s principal ambassadors. Hordes of
wealthy tourists had replaced seafarers, and those privileged travelers moved through a world characterized
by consolidated state and corporate authority. Expanding nineteenth-century America’s master narrative
beyond the water’s edge, With Sails Whitening Every Sea reveals the maritime networks that bound the Early
Republic to the wider world.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Holdren:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book With Sails Whitening Every Sea:
Mariners and the Making of an American Maritime Empire (The United States in the World). All type of
book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Robert Irizarry:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This With Sails Whitening Every Sea:
Mariners and the Making of an American Maritime Empire (The United States in the World) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Kimberly Wood:

The e-book with title With Sails Whitening Every Sea: Mariners and the Making of an American Maritime
Empire (The United States in the World) contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot
of advantage after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Antonio Mock:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This With Sails Whitening Every Sea: Mariners and
the Making of an American Maritime Empire (The United States in the World) can give you a lot of close
friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer
you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? We should have With Sails Whitening Every Sea: Mariners and the Making of an
American Maritime Empire (The United States in the World).
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