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Although consensus exists among researchers that birds evolved from coelurosaurian theropods,
paleontologists still debate the identification of the group of coelurosaurians that most closely approaches the
common ancestor of birds. The last 20 years witnessed the discovery of a wide array of avian-like theropods
that has considerably amplified the anatomical disparity among deinonychosaurians, some of which resemble
Archaeopteryx more than Deinonychus. Among these newly discovered theropods that show remarkable
bird-like characteristics are the four-winged theropods Microraptor and Anchiornis, and the unenlagiids
Unenlagia, Buitreraptor, and Rahonavis. A bizarre group of minute-sized coelurosaurs, the
Scansoriopterygidae, also exhibits some avian similarities that lead some authors to interpret them as more
closely related to birds than other dinosaurs. With the aim to explore the phylogenetic relationships of these
coelurosaurians and birds, we merged recently published integrative databases, resulting in significant
changes in the topological distribution of taxa within Paraves. We present evidence that Dromaeosauridae,
Microraptoria, Unenlagiidae, and Anchiornis + Xiaotingia form successive sister taxa of Aves, and that the
Scansoriopterygidae are basal coelurosaurians not closely related to birds. The implications in the
evolutionary sequence of anatomical characters leading to birds, including the origin of flight, are also
considered in light of this new phylogenetic hypothesis.
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Ratliff:

The book Avian Ancestors: A Review of the Phylogenetic Relationships of the Theropods Unenlagiidae,
Microraptoria, Anchiornis and Scansoriopterygidae (SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences) make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a
book Avian Ancestors: A Review of the Phylogenetic Relationships of the Theropods Unenlagiidae,
Microraptoria, Anchiornis and Scansoriopterygidae (SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences) being your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a publication Avian Ancestors: A Review
of the Phylogenetic Relationships of the Theropods Unenlagiidae, Microraptoria, Anchiornis and
Scansoriopterygidae (SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

James Vazquez:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need
more time to be go through. Avian Ancestors: A Review of the Phylogenetic Relationships of the Theropods
Unenlagiidae, Microraptoria, Anchiornis and Scansoriopterygidae (SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences)
can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Amber Payne:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Avian Ancestors: A Review of the Phylogenetic
Relationships of the Theropods Unenlagiidae, Microraptoria, Anchiornis and Scansoriopterygidae
(SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Avian Ancestors: A Review of the Phylogenetic Relationships of the
Theropods Unenlagiidae, Microraptoria, Anchiornis and Scansoriopterygidae (SpringerBriefs in Earth
System Sciences) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Gail Nugent:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item



when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Avian Ancestors: A Review of the
Phylogenetic Relationships of the Theropods Unenlagiidae, Microraptoria, Anchiornis and
Scansoriopterygidae (SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences) to make your own reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Avian Ancestors: A
Review of the Phylogenetic Relationships of the Theropods Unenlagiidae, Microraptoria, Anchiornis and
Scansoriopterygidae (SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences) can to be your new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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