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When the renowned trumpeter and bandleader Miles Davis chose the members of his quintet in 1955, he
passed over well-known, respected saxophonists such as Sonny Rollins to pick out the young, still untested
John Coltrane. What might have seemed like a minor decision at the time would instead set the course not
just for each of their careers but for jazz itself.

Clawing at the Limits of Cool is the first book to focus on Davis and Coltrane's musical interaction and its
historical context, on the ways they influenced each other and the tremendous impact they've had on culture
since then. It chronicles the drama of their collaboration, from their initial historic partnership to the
interlude of their breakup, during which each man made tremendous progress toward his personal artistic
goals. And it continues with the last leg of their journey together, a time when the Miles Davis group,
featuring John Coltrane, forever changed the landscape of jazz.

Authors Farah Jasmine Griffin and Salim Washington examine the profound implications that the
Davis/Coltrane collaboration would have for jazz and African American culture, drawing parallels to the
changing standards of African American identity with their public personas and private difficulties. With
vastly different personal and musical styles, the two men could not have been more different. One
exemplified the tough, closemouthed cool of the fifties while the other made the transition during this time
from unfocused junkie to a religious pilgrim who would inspire others to pursue spiritual enlightenment in
the coming decade.

Their years together mark a watershed moment, and Clawing at the Limits of Cool draws on both cultural
history and precise musical detail to illuminate the importance that their collaboration would have for jazz
and American history as a whole.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Blanchard:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will require this Clawing at the Limits of Cool: Miles Davis, John
Coltrane, and the Greatest Jazz Collaboration Ever.

Chris Moore:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the
crowded place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have
underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having
chance to stand than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular
Clawing at the Limits of Cool: Miles Davis, John Coltrane, and the Greatest Jazz Collaboration Ever book as
beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Sheila Rivera:

This Clawing at the Limits of Cool: Miles Davis, John Coltrane, and the Greatest Jazz Collaboration Ever are
generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Clawing at the Limits of Cool: Miles Davis, John Coltrane, and the Greatest Jazz Collaboration Ever can be
among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
you actually with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside
that this Clawing at the Limits of Cool: Miles Davis, John Coltrane, and the Greatest Jazz Collaboration Ever
giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that
we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Christopher Wilkerson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Clawing at the Limits of Cool: Miles Davis, John
Coltrane, and the Greatest Jazz Collaboration Ever or maybe others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In



different case, beside science book, any other book likes Clawing at the Limits of Cool: Miles Davis, John
Coltrane, and the Greatest Jazz Collaboration Ever to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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