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The fascinating stories of the plants that changed civilizations.

Fifty Plants that Changed the Course of History is a beautifully presented guide to the plants that have had
the greatest impact on human civilization. Entries feature a description of the plant, its botanical name, its
native range and its primary functions -- edible, medicinal, commercial or practical. Concise text is
highlighted by elegant botanical drawings, paintings and photographs as well as insightful quotes.

Many of the plants are well known, such as rice, tea, cotton, rubber, wheat, sugarcane, tobacco, wine
grapes and corn. However, there are also many whose stories are less known. These history-changing plants
include:

Agave, used to make sisal, poison arrows, bullets, tequila and surgical thread●

Pineapple,  which influenced the construction of greenhouses and conservatories●

Hemp,  used for hangman's rope, sustainable plastics, the Declaration of Independence and Levi's jeans●

Coconut,  used for coir fiber, soap, margarine, cream, sterile IV drips and coagulants●

Eucalyptus,  used in mouthwash, diuretics, vitamins, honey, underwear and fire-resistant uniforms●

Sweet pea,  which Gregor Mendel used in his research on genetic heredity●

White mulberry,  used to make silk●

English oak,  used for fire-resistant structures, dyes, leather tanning, charcoal, casks and ships●

White willow,  used in the manufacture of aspirin, cricket bats, hot-air balloon baskets and coffins●

This attractive reference provides an innovative perspective on both botanical and human history.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Andrews:

The reserve with title Fifty Plants that Changed the Course of History (Fifty Things That Changed the
Course of History) contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read
this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Joel Faulkner:

The actual book Fifty Plants that Changed the Course of History (Fifty Things That Changed the Course of
History) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Oren Nelson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Fifty Plants that Changed the
Course of History (Fifty Things That Changed the Course of History) that give your pleasure preference will
be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So
, for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Fifty Plants that
Changed the Course of History (Fifty Things That Changed the Course of History) become your starter.

Victoria Manson:

Beside this kind of Fifty Plants that Changed the Course of History (Fifty Things That Changed the Course
of History) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Fifty Plants that Changed the
Course of History (Fifty Things That Changed the Course of History) because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and
read it from at this point!
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