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In republican Colombia, salt became an important source of revenue not just to individuals, but to the state,
which levied taxes on it and in some cases controlled and profited from its production. The salt trade
consistently accounted for roughly ten percent of government income.

In the town of la Salina de Chita, in Boyacá province, thermal springs offered vast amounts of salt, and its
procurement and distribution was placed under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Finance. Focusing his
study on la Salina, Joshua M. Rosenthal presents a fascinating glimpse into the workings of the early
Colombian state, its institutions, and their interactions with local citizens during this formative period.
Although historians have cited the state’s weakness, and in many cases, its absence in local affairs, Rosenthal
counters these assumptions by documenting the primary role the state held in administering contracts,
inspections, land rights, labor, and trade in la Salina, and contends that this was not an isolated incident. He
also uncovers the frequent interaction between the state and local residents, who used the state’s liberal
rhetoric to gain personal economic advantage.

Seen through the lens of the administration of la Salina’s salt works, Rosenthal provides a firsthand account
of the role of local institutions and fiscal management in the larger process of state building. His study offers
new perspectives on the complex network of republican Colombia’s political culture, and its involvement in
provincial life across the nation.
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From reader reviews:

Shiela Steen:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Salt and the Colombian State:
Local Society and Regional Monopoly in Boyaca, 1821-1900 (Pitt Latin American Series) will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Ronald Walker:

The book Salt and the Colombian State: Local Society and Regional Monopoly in Boyaca, 1821-1900 (Pitt
Latin American Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Salt and the Colombian State: Local Society and
Regional Monopoly in Boyaca, 1821-1900 (Pitt Latin American Series)? A few of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book Salt and the Colombian State: Local Society and Regional Monopoly in
Boyaca, 1821-1900 (Pitt Latin American Series) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Allison Walters:

You may spend your free time to read this book this book. This Salt and the Colombian State: Local Society
and Regional Monopoly in Boyaca, 1821-1900 (Pitt Latin American Series) is simple to develop you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jean Hogue:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Salt and the Colombian State: Local
Society and Regional Monopoly in Boyaca, 1821-1900 (Pitt Latin American Series) can be the reply, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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