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In 1507, European cartographers were struggling to redraw their maps of the world and to name the newly
found lands of the Western Hemisphere. The name they settled on: America, after Amerigo Vespucci, an
obscure Florentine explorer.

In Amerigo, the award-winning scholar Felipe Fernández-Armesto answers the question “What’s in a
name?” by delivering a rousing flesh-and-blood narrative of the life and times of Amerigo Vespucci. Here
we meet Amerigo as he really was: a sometime slaver and small-time jewel trader; a contemporary,
confidant, and rival of Columbus; an amateur sorcerer who attained fame and honor by dint of a series of
disastrous failures and equally grand self-reinventions. Filled with well-informed insights and amazing
anecdotes, this magisterial and compulsively readable account sweeps readers from Medicean Florence to
the Sevillian court of Ferdinand and Isabella, then across the Atlantic of Columbus to the brave New World
where fortune favored the bold.

Amerigo Vespucci emerges from these pages as an irresistible avatar for the age of exploration–and as a man
of genuine achievement as a voyager and chronicler of discovery. A product of the Florentine Renaissance,
Amerigo in many ways was like his native Florence at the turn of the sixteenth century: fast-paced, flashy,
competitive, acquisitive, and violent. His ability to sell himself–evident now, 500 years later, as an entire
hemisphere that he did not “discover” bears his name–was legendary. But as Fernández-Armesto ably
demonstrates, there was indeed some fire to go with all the smoke: In addition to being a relentless salesman
and possibly a ruthless appropriator of other people’s efforts, Amerigo was foremost a person of unique
abilities, courage, and cunning. And now, in Amerigo, this mercurial and elusive figure finally has a
biography to do full justice to both the man and his remarkable era.

“A dazzling new biography . . . an elegant tale.”
–Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“An outstanding historian of Atlantic exploration, Fernández-Armesto delves into the oddities of cultural
transmission that attached the name America to the continents discovered in the 1490s. Most know that it
honors Amerigo Vespucci, whom the author introduces as an amazing Renaissance character independent of
his name’s fame–and does Fernández-Armesto ever deliver.”
–Booklist (starred review)

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Taylor:

The particular book Amerigo: The Man Who Gave His Name to America will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Amerigo: The Man Who Gave His Name to
America is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Maria Huffman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Amerigo: The Man Who Gave His
Name to America publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Amerigo: The
Man Who Gave His Name to America as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is
one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Joseph Dolezal:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Amerigo: The Man Who
Gave His Name to America which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
view.

Richard Jimenez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Amerigo: The Man Who Gave
His Name to America.
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