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Founded on the ruins of Hitler's defeated Third Reich, and lacking any intrinsic legitimacy, the German
Democratic Republic nevertheless became the most stable and successful state in the Soviet bloc. Yet in the
"gentle revolution" of 1989 it collapsed with startling speed. How can this extraordinary story of political
stability followed by sudden implosion be explained?

With the opening of the East German archives, it is at last possible to look inside the apparently impregnable
dictatorship. Mary Fulbrook provides a compelling interpretation of structures of power and patterns of
popular opinion within the GDR. This absorbing study explores the ways in which the tentacles of the all-
pervading state captured East German society in the grip of Stasi, party, and mass organizations, and
analyzes the emergence in the 1980s of oppositional cultures under the ambivalent shelter of a Protestant
Church which had come to terms with the communist state.

In combining careful archival research with broader theoretical and historical interpretation, Anatomy of a
Dictatorship makes a major contribution to debates on recent German history and the character of
contemporary Germany.
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From reader reviews:

David Musick:

With other case, little persons like to read book Anatomy of a Dictatorship: Inside the GDR, 1949-1989. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book
Anatomy of a Dictatorship: Inside the GDR, 1949-1989. You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Charles Hager:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Anatomy of a Dictatorship:
Inside the GDR, 1949-1989. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Jennifer Wadsworth:

This Anatomy of a Dictatorship: Inside the GDR, 1949-1989 is brand new way for you who has attention to
look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Anatomy of a Dictatorship:
Inside the GDR, 1949-1989 can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is
easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the
answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Timothy Roesch:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Anatomy of a Dictatorship: Inside the GDR,
1949-1989 was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Anatomy of a
Dictatorship: Inside the GDR, 1949-1989 has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
for you personally and try to like reading that.
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